




THE 


Prefent State 


OF THE 


REPUBLICK 


OF 


LETTERS. 
For February, 1729. 


VOL. Il. 


m—— Fungar vice cotiss acutum 
Reddere que ferrum valet, exfors ipfa fecandi. 
Horat. 


LONDON: 


Printed for Wrri1aM Innys, at the Weft 
End of St. Paul’s. Mpcc xxix. 


Price One Shilling. 








ae eS 


Sa eS 












mT we = onl 
ae ee 





































[78 ] 


BOOKS printed for W.Innys, 


1. P)Hilofophical Trarfa€tions, giving fome Account 

of the prefent Uncer-akings, Studies and La- 
bours of the Ingenious, in many cenfiderable Parts of 
the Worlc Continued and publithed by William Rutty, 
M.D. andS. R.S. WN. B. There are four hundred 
and fix Numbers already publifhed (contained in thirty 
five Volumes in 4¢0.) moft of which may be had fepa- 
rate. 

2. A Sermon preach’d before the Sons of the Clergy 
at their Anniverfary Meeting in the Cathedral Church 
of St. Paul, London, Feby. 13. 1724. By Robert Kilborn, 
LL. D. Prebendary of St. Paul’s, and Reétor of the 
United Parishes of St. Mary Aldermary, and St. Thomas 
Apoftle. | 

3. Eight Sermons preach’d at the Cathedral Chugch 
of St. Paul, in Defenfe of the Divinity of our Lerd 
Jefus Chrift ; upon the Encouragement given by the 
Lady Moyer, and at the Appointment of the Lord Bifhop 
of London, With a Preface, containing Remarks upon 
two late Pamphtets; one entitled, Modeft Plea, &. 
continued, &%:. the other, Unity of God not inconfiftent 
with the Divinity of Chrift. By Daniel Waterland, D.D. 
Mafter of Magdalen College in Cambridge, and Chaplain 
in Ordinary to his Majefty. The -Second Edition. 
$vo. 

4. A Defence of the Validity of the Englijh Ordina- 
tions, and of the Succetfion of the Bifhops in the Church 
of Exglazd: Together with Proofs juftifying the Fa&s 
advanced in this Treatife. Written im French by the 
Reverend Father Peter Francis Le Comrayer, Canon-Re- 
gular, and Librarian of St. Genevieve at Paris. 'Tran- 
flated into Fxglifh by Daniel Williams, Presbyter of the 
Church of England. 'To which is prefix’d, a Letter 
from the Author to the Tranflator. The Second Edi- 
tion corre&ted. 8va 1728. 

5. A Defenfe of the Differtation on the Validity of 
the Englif) Ordinations againft the feveral Anfwers 
made to it: With proper Vouchers for the Fatts advan- 
ced in that Work.” In T\wo Volumes. By the Author 

of the Dillertation, Gr, 7 


. | 


(ps 





L 79] 






Laan a NS 








BN nce YZ aed n) Fae 





MS ot - - p oh 
Sa 
= ee 





= - a =. — 


















A TABLE of the ArtTicLes 


For FEBRUARY 48729. 


= 


SS ale 


SES 


ae aE 
Laat on ae ; == 


a 


~~ a” & 





ry 

IX. Emoirs of the chief Tranfactions and 4 1% 

Revolutions in Italy, from the year ht 

1492 to 1505. By Mr. Gordon. p. 81 ‘ib a 
Wi 

X. An Enquiry into the original Meaning of WEA 
Cock-throwing on Shrove-Tuefday. 89 aR 
XI. A full and impartial View of the Contro- Al) 
verfy concerning Sir I{faac Newton’s Chrono- ae 
logy, &e. 98 ! 


XH. Animadverfions.on Sir Haac Newton’s 
Book intitled, Zhe Chronology of aitcient King 7 
doms amended. By Mr. Bedford. 100 Mey 


AIIM. Petri Autonii Michelotti Apologia pro Fo. dated 
Bernoullii nova Lheoria motus mufcularis, &c. 1 ie 
III * 


XIV. An Account of what is moft remarkable 
in Mr. Bernoulli’s new Theory of mufcular 
Motion. 113 


x V. A Chronological Effay on the Sacred Hi- 
ftory, from the Creation to the Birth of 
Chrift ; 
























80 A TABLE of the ARTICLES. 


Chrift ; with an Effay on the Confufion of 
Languages. 117 


XVI. An hiftorical Voyage of <Abyffinia, by 
the R. F, Lobo, &c. babar, eS 


XVII. Chriftiant Hugeniz Opera reliqua, &c. 142 


XVIII. State of Learning. 


ROME. 145 
FLORENCE. 148 
NAPLES. 149 
HAMBURGEHA. 151 
LONDON. 152 





= 


N. B.C Ince the third Sheet was wrought off, I 
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fertation (p. 112.) is not anonymous, as I then 
thought, but mentioned by Dr. Mead, in the 
oe that great Man prefixed to the 
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ARTICLE IX. 


The Lives of Pope ALEXANDER VI. and 
| o- bis Son Cefar Borgia. Containing Me- 


nioirs of the chief Tranfactions and Re- 
volutions i Italy from the Near 1492 to 
1505 5 Compi led methodic ally from the 
be fi Hiflori: ans of thofe Times. [With fe- 

veral otber curious Circien adie: — ‘E- 


ed from an anthentick Copy of a MS. 
the Vatican Library ; which caadial 
many Events and paiticulars never be ‘fore 
communicated to the publick, Together 
with a large Appendix ; in bik are 
; inferted all the moft material paffages of 
the principal Authors referr’'d to in the 
courfe of this Hiftory, in their original 
FEBRUARY 1729. I Lan- 
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Languages. With the Author’s political 
remarks on many paffages of this Hiftory: 
Concluding with fuitable reflexions on the 
whole. By A. GORDON, Author of 
~* Itinerarium Septentrionale, &c. Fo- 
10. 


I the firft three fheets of Mr. Gordon’s Hi- 
{tory of the Lives of Alexander the VIth, €3c. 
I find feveral particulars relating to that Pope 
in his private life much more full and concife 
than what has hitherto appear’d to the Publick, 
and which I perceive he has colleéted from the 
Copy of the Vatican MS. mention’d in his Pre- 
face ; efpecially what relates to Alexander's fa- 
mily, birth, education, amours with Madam 
Vanozza, who was mother to Cefar Borgia ; 
what is related about his acquaintance with that 
Lady in Spain, and his intrigues with her . Her 
voyage to Venice ; his behaviour at Rome, and 
his confummate hypocrify while Cardinal. All 
thefe, and fundry other circumftances in the 
hiftory of his life, and efpecially about the 
cabals held by the Cardinals, and their fimony 
in raifing him tothe Papacy ; are facts exceed- 
ingly curious, and indeed never known before 
this Copy of the MS. was procured out of the 
Vatican Library, and never made publick till 
now. 

That Mr. Gordon from other authentick Hi- 
ftorians has corroborated many of the facts af+ 
ferted in the MS. appears plain by the quota- 
tions in the margin of his book, efpecially from 
Panvinius, Ciaconius, and Tomafi. As to the 
Pope’s fpeech and behaviour on his election, it 
is no lefs curious than a pregnant inftance of his 
matchlefs diffimulation. 

After 
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After Alexander's advancement to the Pontifi- 
cate, I find Mr. Gordon has followed that ex- 
cellent hiftorian Tomafi, from whom he has col- 
le€ted what relates to that Pope’s children, €¢c. 
and gives us a very entertaining defcription of 
Cafar Borgia’s interview with his father Alexan- 
der ; and a full recital of another hypocritical 
fpeech the latter made on that occafion, which 
is tranflated into Englifh verbatim. What re- 
gards the fchemes of the Pontiff about raifing 
his family to honour and grandeur, fhews not 
only his acting contrary to his own words in 
the faid fpeech, but for deceit and equivocation 
cannot be match’d in hiftory. Nor is it lefs 
worth remarking, in what a barefaced manner 
he afterwards with bribes and falfe witneffes en- 
deavour’d to prove that his own baftards were 
not his own, but the fons and daughters of ano- 
ther father. 

Next we learn by what means Ce/ar Borgia 
was made an Archhifhop, then a Cardinal, and 
the fcheme he had formed for arriving at more 
power and higher matters ; and how his defigns 
this way proved for a while abortive, by reafon 
of the balance of power in Italy being difcon- 
certed by her own Princes: In all which our 
Author tollows Guicciardin ; and here with a 
good deal of art and order begins to open that 
{cene of broils and blood, which proved moft 
fatal to Italy and her Liberties: All which tho’ 
they are cotemporary facts in Alexander's Pon- 
tificate, yet till now they either have been en- 
tirely omitted, or but very flightly touch’d by 
others who have wrote about the Borgsans. 

What regards Lodoick Storza, the Ufurper of 
the State of Milan, and who was the fatal fource 
of Italy’s miferies, by calling in the French 
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arms into that country ; what, I fay, relates to 
him and Charles the VIIIth, Mr. Gordon has 
wrote very fully on that head ; as alfo what 
concerns the Arragonefe Kings of Naples, who. 
were deftin’d Cby this hoftile invafion of the 
French) to be ftripp’d of their kingdom and 
dominion. 


Next our Author fhews, how notwithftand- 
ing Pope Alexander had connived with Lodoick 
Storza tor encouraging Charles the VIIIth to in- 
vade Italy, yet afterwards he changed his mind 
and politicks, and enter’d into a confederacy 
with Alphonfus King of Naples to oppofe the 
French ; and defcribes the alliance and marri- 
age he made between his own and that King’s 
family, and the gaudy oftentation and pomp 
made ufe of by the Borgians on that occafion. 
Then we have a defcription of the Interview 
between his Holinefs and Alphonfus at Vico- 
varo ; next a moft diftinct narrative of the pro- 
cedure of the French and Arragonefe armies in 
Romagna, and the unfuccefsfulnefs of the Nea- 
politan fleet at Porto-venere near Genoa : Then 
of Peter de Medicis’s artful contrivance to de- 
lude Storza’s Minifter, and letting the French 
Ambaflador hear the Duke of Milan’s fe- 
crets. 

Then follows an account of King Charles’s 
march with his whole army into Italy ; of the 
refiftance he met with at Serezano, and about 
Peter de Medicis his furprizing conceffions to 
the French King, in prejudice of his native 
country. 

After this we learn how the people of Pifa, 
on Charvles’s arrival, claimed their liberties, and 
fhook off the Florentine yoke. ‘Then Mr. Gor- 
eu ; don 
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don gives us a very ample account of Charles 
the VilIth’s marching from thence to Florence, 
and of his unjuft pretenfions to the Sovereignty 
of that country ; and how the inhabitants there 
banifhed the Medici family from thence, con- 
{tituted themfelves a free Republick, afferted 
their liberties,.and ftrenuoufly maintain’d them. 
What is related about Pietro Capponi on that 
occafion, is a piece of heroifm deferving the 
higheft efteem and regard. 

Next we have a full defcription of the agree- 
ment made between Charles and the Floren- 
tines ; and then of the former’s march to Rome, 
and the Pope’s retiring trom a panick fear within 
the caftle St. Angelo. After this we have an 
account how matters were adjufted between 4- 
lewander and Charles, and of the ceremonies 
made ufe of on that occafion. All which are 
taken verbatim from Burchardus and Tomafi. 
Next is a defcription of the plundering Vz- 
nozza’s houfe at Rome ; then of the fuccefs of 
the French arms in their march towards Na- 
ples, and of Ce/ar Borgia’s f{tratagem for ma- 
king his flight from the French army at Vella- 
tres; which laft particular is no lefs curious than 
entertaining. 


After this there’s an account of King Ferdi- 
nand of Naples; the weak defence he made 
againft the French ; the furrender of Capua to 
Charles ; Ferdinand’s doleful and moving {peech 
to the Neapolitans, on his leaving his king- 
dom. 

Next is an accurate defcription of Char/es’s 
entry into, and joyful reception at Naples : Then 
we have the tragical relation how Pope Ale- 


| Xander and Borgia his fon perpetrated the mur- 
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der of Geme or Zifimus the Grand Signior’s 
brother, and the reward they had for that hor- 
rid fact. In defcribing this, there is a perfeét 
account of the folemn embafly Pope Alexander 
fent to Bajazet at Conflantinople, and the Let- 
ters between the Grand Signior and the Pope ; 
where the whole, taken trem Burchardus, are 
in their original language to be feen in the Ap- 
pendix. 

Then follows another moft tragical account 
of Cefar Borgia’s caufing hundreds of the Swifs 
guards at Rome to be maffacred and barba- 
roufly murder’d, for no other reafon but his 
own caprice, and revenge on thofe who were 
innocent. 

Next is a defcription of the league made be- 
tween Pope Alexander, the Venetians, and other 
Powers againft Charles VIII. What regards the 
{peeches of the Cardinals in the Confiftory pro 


-and con, about refifting or not refifting the 


French progrefs in Italy, is well worthy of at- 
tention, both with regard to the matter and the 
ftrength of the arguments on both fides. 


Then follows an account of Charles VIII.’s 
return to Rome ; of the panick the Pope was 
in upon that occafion, and of his flight from 
thence to Orvieto. ‘Then our Author proceeds 
to relate Charles’s return with his army to- 
wards France ; of the oppofition he met with 
on his march from the confederate Powers of 
Italy. In this we have a moft ample and di- 
f{tinét account of the famous battel at the Taro, 
snd of the French victory there, and their 
march through Lombardy to Afti. 

After this is a very particular and full defcrip- 
tion of King Ferdinand of Naples his endea- 
vours 
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vours to repoflefs himfelf of his loft Kingdom ; 
of the defeat his troops met with trom Obigni 
the Scotifh General near Seminara, and of that 
King’s flight and return to Sicily. Then is 
fhewn the inclinations of the Neapolitans to re- 
volt from the French government, and of their 
inviting Ferdinand to return among them ; and 
how he did come back with a fleet thither, and 
with the afliftance of the Spaniards and Natives 
did repoffefs himfelf of his Kingdom. In all 
which, Mr. Gordon has taken his accounts from 
Oricellarius, Guicciardin and Bembo ; and from 
thefe Authors is the tragical revolt of the people 
of Gaeta tran{cribed. 

Next we have an account of Pope Alexauder’s 
return from Orvieto to Rome, and of the for- 
mal Monitory he fent K. Charles to depart out 
of Italy. This account is very curious and di- 
verting, both with regard to the Monitory and 
the King’s anfwer. 

Mr. Gordon then gives a very full detail of 
the war between the Pope and the family of Or- 
fini, about the affair of Bracciano ; and how 
the latter routed and defeated the ecclefiaftical 
army ; at which battel the Pope’s eldeft fon the 
Duke of Gandia was wounded, and the Duke 
of Urbin taken prifoner. What follows this is 
an account in what manner the difference was 
made up between his Holinefs and the Orfini 
family. 


In proceeding further with this Hiftory, I find 
our Author gives a moft accurate and ample ac- 
count how Ce/ar Borgia perpetrated the murder 
of his eldeft brother the Duke of Gandia ; his 
motives tothis ; and in what a horrid and fhock- 
img manner that diabolical affair was executed 
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end detected. Next is the detail of the whole 
affair of Monfigneur Florida, Archbifhop of 
Cofenza ; in what a villanous and unjuft man- 
ner he was deluded, falfely accufed and betray’d 
by Pope Alexander _ his fon ; and of the fin- 
gular and unprefidented punifhment they infli€t- 
edon him. Ail this relating to the Archbifhop, 
and the murder of the Duke of Gandia, our 
Author has taken from Burchardus and other 
authentick Writers, and refers you to the ac- 
counts thereof in their original languages in the 
Appendix. 


From hence in tracing Mr. Gordon’s work, I 
find a very diftinét narrative about the famous 
reformer Savonarola of Florence ; an ample ace 
count of his chara¢ter and doétrines, of his de- 
crying in publick the diffolute lives of Pope 4- 
Jexander and his fon, and the flagitious practi- 
ces of the Court of Rome in that Pontificate ; 
together with his trial and condemnation, and 
the horrid death he fuffer’d : In all which Guic- 
cjardin and Burchardus, are chiefly our Author’s 
guides 5 but as Burchardus in his Déaréumi is ful- 
left on that fubject of any writer we know of, 
Mr. Gordon (tor the Reader’s greater fatisfa- 
€tion) in his Appendix to his Hiftory has print- 
ed every word Burchard fays on that affair ver- 
‘batim, which is indeed a curiofity worthy of 
regard. 

After this is an account of Charles VIII.’s 
death, and the ftate of Italy at that time ; alfo 
of the ficceflion of Lewis the XIIth to the 
Crown of France ; then of Cefar Borgia’s re- 
nouncing the Cardinalate, and betaking himfelf 
to a fecular and military life. What his horrid 
vices were in this ftate, I refer to Mr. Gordon’s 
own 
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own book for the particulars, and how his re- 
nouncing the Priefthood was refented by Ferdi- 
nand and Habella of Caftile and Arragon ; as 
alfo to a defcription which Mr. Gordon recites 
from Monficur Brantom and others, about Bor- 
gia’s entry into Chinon in France ; which for 
fhew, expence and real luxury, fcarce was there 
ever fuch a fcene of magnificent prodigality 
heard of or feen in Europe, or even practis’d 
by Heliogabalus himfelf, or any of the Eaftern 
Princes. 


This is a fhort Summary of the Contents of 
the firft part of Mr. Gordon’s Hiftory of Pope 
Alexander VY. The Account of the fecond part 
of this curious and moft entertaining Hiftory 
fhall be given in our next Journal. 





ARTICLE &. 


An ENQUIRY into the original Meaning 
of Cock-TH ROWING en Shrove- 
Tuefday. In a Letter to a Friend. 


Quos fectis Bellona lacertis 
Szva movet, cecinere deos ; criftamq; rotantes 
Sanguineam populis ulularunt triftia galli. 


LUCAN. 
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SJR, 


Pour Approbation of the following Conjecture, is 

fuffictent reafon for its appearing abroad. If 
what is bere offered foould have the good fortune 
to contribute towards abolifbing this barbarous 
Cuftom, (the only View I had in drawing up thefe 
few Pages) the Publick in great meafure will be 
obliged to you jor it. 


I am, 
SIR, 


Your moft obedient Servant, 


The AUTHOR. 


ig following Differtation, tho’ wrote on 
a feemingly trivial fubje€&t, yet the man- 
ner of treating it, the feafon of the year, and 
even the prefent ftate of Europe, muft render 
it not only agreeable and entertaining, but we 
hope in due time ufeful alfo to the Publick. 


ATTERING with miffive weapons a Cock 
tied to a ftake, is an annual diverfion that 
time immemorial has prevailed in this Ifland. 
As this cuftom is peculiar to our Nation, and 
fo generally practifed amongft us, an Enquiry 
into the original Meaning of it will I hope be 
acceptable to the curious. Without doubt fome- 
thing was at firft defigned by it: We now re- 
tain the thing, the reafon of which is quite for- 
got and loft. For want of better light and evi- 


dence to dirett us, we muft now be fatisfied 
with 
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with fuch conjectures as feem with greateft pro- 
bability to account for it. 


A learned * Antiquary of our nation defcribes 


a ftrange cuftom in ufe (as he fuppofes) among 
the ancient Inhabitants of this Ifland: Zhey 
made a Statue or Image of a Man in a vaft pro- 
portion, whofe limbs conjifted of twiggs weaved 
together in the nature of basket-ware : Thefe they 
filled with live Men ; and after that fet it on fire, 
and fo deftroyd the poor creatures in the {moke 


and flame. 
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“<¢ The ceremony obferved in facri- 
ficing Men to their Idols in a wicker Image, 
as it was ftrange, fo, without any queftion 
to be made, it was not begun by chance, 
but upon fome great occafion ; and fome- 
thing extraordinary may be fought for in the 
magnitude of the Statue itfelf, whence it 
proceeded. There is nothing that doth fo 
eafily occur to our firft apprehenfion, as that 
they might do it in remembrance of the Phe- 
nicians, who were men of vaft exceeding 
{tature, who for a long time had fubdued 
and kept them under; and without doubt 
were thofe giants that fo long infefted the 
land: Wherefore in publick deteftation of 
that flavery they once endured under them, 
this vaft Figure of a Man, made up in wic- 
ker and ofier-work, might be introduced as 
in fcorn and derifion of them, having now 
loft their power over them ; altho’ the caufe 
why they were firft made Cas it often falls 
out ) might be forgotten, and the repre- 
fentation only remain.” ‘Thus far our Au- 


thor. 


* Britansia illuftrata, p. 105. 
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It is great pity the cuftom I am treating of 
did not occur to the fertil fancy of this learned 
Writer: He would naturally enough have re- 
ferr’d it to the Britifh harmlefs revenge upon 
the Pheniczaus, and have work’d it up into as 
{trong a demonftration, as any he has produced 
for that diftant people’s fettlements and arbitrary 
government in this Ifland. 

Tho’ the conceit relating to the Phenicians 
burnt by proxy in the wicker Image, be only a 
chimera, without any real ground or founda- 
tion ; yet the Author is thus far in the right, 
That it has been a common cuftom in all ages 
to reprefent in effigy the Perfons we have any 
hatred to, or contempt of, and to ufe the repre- 
fentations with ridicule or rage, as we would 
the Perfons themfelves reprefented if we had 
them in our power. Hanging or burning the 
Effigies of Malefactors who are out of the reach 
of Juftice, is a cuftom at this time in ufe in fe- 
veral parts of Europe: And his Holiue/s of Rome 
(in defiance of the abolition of the writ de He- 
retico cciburendo) has often been annually buf- 
foon’d and executed in effigy -by the ftanch 
Proteftants of the good City of London. 

That the Cock at the ftake is alfo a repre- 
fentative, will appear highly probable from 
what follows. 


The original meaning of the cuftom under 
enquiry, I take to be this.. In our wars with 
France in former ages, our ingenious Forefa- 
thers invented this emblematical way of expref- 
fing their derifion of, and refentment towards 
that Nation. Poor Monfieur at the ftake was 
pelted by Men and Boys in a very rough and 
hoftile manner. The brawny arm that demo- 
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lifh’d the greateft number of the enemy, gain- 
ed the honour of being the hero and chathpion’ 
of its country. The engagement generally con- 
tinued great part of the day, and the coura- 


geous brave Englifo always came off Conque- 
rors. 


Tt will reafonably be ask’d, why I fix upon 
the Freneb, rather than the Scotch, the Spaunifb, 
or any other Nation ? And why fhould the ene- 
my be reprefented by a Cock, rather than by a 
Hen, a Goofe, a Dog, or any other animal ? 
The reafon is evident: A Cock has the misfor- 
tune to be called in Latin by the fame word 
which fignifies a Frenchman: fo that nothing 
could fo well reprefent, or be reprefented by 
the one as the other. The Freuchian is inge- 
nioufly ridicul’d and baftinado’d in the per{on 
of his namefake. ‘This naturally accounts for 
the cruel and barbarous treatment poor Chanti- 
.cleer undefervedly met with. It was an inge- 
nious politick contrivance to exafperate the 
minds, and whet the refentment of the people 
againft the enemies of their country. 


The Reader will probably imagine, that the 
conceit of fubftituting a Cock tor a Frenchman, 
becaufe of the Latin word common to both, 
has no foundation in nature, neither was any 
fuch thing ever defign’d, or thought of ; but is 
only a low Joke, a vile Pun, drawn from the 
accidental circumftance of the fimilitude of a 
name. 

As to the conceit being a low quibble, I a- 
gree with the Objector : but that it might pafs 
for a happy flight of wit in dark and ignorant 
ages is highly probable; becaufe the /ame 
thought 
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thought has been paum’d upon the prefent age 
for fuch in a remarkable publick inftance. 





























Whoever cafts round his eye at Blenheim 
Houfe, will obferve over the Portals finely carv’d 
in {tone the figure of a monftrous Lion, the 
Arms of England, tearing to pieces a harmlefs 
Cock, in {pite of * Pliny’s authority to the con- 
trary. ‘This device emblematically reprefents 
the Englifh Victories over the French under 
the conduct of the late Duke of Marlborough. 
This interpretation is not a jingle of accidental 
circumftances ; but was really defign’d when the 
‘Images were there erected. A conceit fo low 
in fo noble a Pile of Building, acelebrated Au- JJ } 
thor juftly calls a Pun in Architeéture. But if , 
in fo fine a Struéture, defign’d as a publick Mo- | 
nument of Honour tothe Briti/h Naticn; if in ) 
an Age, when Arts, Learning and Politenefs 
iH fhine with the greateft luftre ; if by Perfons of ' 
af the firft Rank and Quality; if by Judges, in all , 
tk other refpeéts, of the moft elegant and delicate { 
ih Tafte ; this Device has been admitted as a hap- 


py flight of wit : what reflection on ourremote fF ¢ 
Anceftors, to imagine that they applauded them- p 
felves on the fame lucky thought ? ‘ 

Our ingenious Forefathers refined upon this ¥ 
conceit with great fubtilty ; not only thereby [fF 4 


exprefs'd their indignation to an enemy, but 
t pictured their national vice by an artful Hiero- 
| glyphick. Levity and inconftancy of temper is B 





* Nat. Hift. L. VIEL. C.16. Hoc tam fevum Animal 
(Leonem) Gallmaceorum Crifte, Cantulq, magis, terrent. 
L. X. C. 21. Galli tervori funt etiam Leonibus ferarum 
generofiffimus. Lucretius, |. iv. v. 714, &c. 
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a general reproach upon the French. ‘The Cock 
upon the Steeple (fet up in contempt and deri- 
fion of that Nation, on fome violation of Peace 
or breach of Alliance) naturally reprefents thefe 
ill qualities. 

Whether a Stop-Cock which turns any way, 
and perhaps was originally made in form of that 
creature ; as alfo a Cock-boat, a light unfteady 
Veffel, may derive their names from the fame 
caufe, I leave it to the Reader’s own judgment 
and reflexion. 


The time when this lucky hint of fubftitu- 
ting namefakes for each other firft came into 
practice, I am not able to difcover. From what 
we may fuppofe would be thought wit in that 
age, and the circumftances of affairs relating 
to us and the French, I conjecture it to have 
happened in the reign of * Edward III. when 
the two Nations feem to have been exafperated 
againft each other by more than an ordinary re- 
fentment. 

The feafon of the year, juft before armies 
take the field and enter upon action ; and the 
particular Day, ufually celebrated with extra- 
ordinary diverfions and luxury, ( Mardi-Gras) 
were aptly fixed upon for this Solemnity, in 
that all fexes, ages and degrees then affembled, 


* The following paffage in the Life of Archbifhop 
Becket relates only to Cock-Fighting ; {o there is no reafon 
on that account to place the Original of Cock-Throwing 
higher than we have here fixed it. Preterea quotannis, 
die que vocatar Carnilevaria, (Shrove-Tucfday ) Schola- 
rum finguli pueri fuos apportant magiftro fuo Gallos galli- 
naceos pugnaces, @ totum illud antemeridianum datur Ix- 
do puerorum {pectare in Scholis fuorum pugnas Gallorum. 
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with fpirits brisk and lively thro’ mirth and 
good cheer, might encourage and exafperate 
each other, efpecially the armed Heroes now 
going abroad, againft the common enemy of 
their country. Each return of the feafon ad- 
ded new fuel to the flame : And by this means, 
revenge and rage always boiled in the breaft, 
and fired their fouls with a defire of perform- 
ing warlike and brave ations. Potéfers and 
Agincowt may probably be owing to this acci- 
dental and unregarded circumftance. 


Gallicide, or Cock-Throwing, was firft intro- 
duced by way of contempt to the French, and 
to exafperate the minds of the People againft 
that Nation: But why fhould this cuftom be 
continued, when we are no longer at war with 
them ? The affront annually offer’d is indeed 
not worth their regard ; but muft juftly bring 
the Genius of Englaud into contempt and ridi- 
cule with all Ezrope. °Tis a low mean expref- 
fion of our rage even in time of war; ( tho’ by 
the way, a much more fignificant device than 
the Lion and Cock in Oxford/hire ;) but in time 
of Peace ’tis abfurd and foolish beyond expref- 
fion. 

Confidering the many ill confequences that at- 
tend it, I wonder it has fo long fubfifted a- 
mong{t us. How many warm difputes and 
bloody quarrels has it occafion’d among the 
furrounding mob ? Numbers of arms, legs and 
skuls have been broke by the miffive weapons 
defign’d as deftruction to the fufferer in the 
ftring. It is dangerous in fome places to pafs 
the ftreets on Shrove-Luefday ; *tis risking life 
or limbs to appear abroad that day... 
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The barbarity to the harmlefs creature at the 
ftake, one would think, fhould be an objeét of 
horror both to the Actors and Speétators of 
this inhuman Tragedy. 'To baftinado and tor- 
ture a poor creature out of {port and wanton- 


nefs, is a fpecies of cruelty-that wants a name.. 


It was a proper reprimand of the Frogs in the 
fable, to the little Mafters who were pelting 
them with ftones :—“ Young Gentlemen ! pray 
‘¢ forbear! This may be {port to you ; but ’tis 
“© death to us.” 


But the greateft unhappinefs ‘attending the 
rude Exercifes of Cock-Lbrowing, Bull-baiting, 
Prize-fighting, and the like Bear-garden Diver~ 
fions, (not to mention the more genteel En- 
tertainments of Cock-Fighting, and our Theéa- 
trical murders in prefence of the * Audienee, 
on which account we are juftly the reproach. of 
all our Neighbours ;.) the greateft misfortune 
arifing fromy thefe brutal fports is, That they 
infpire the minds of Children and young People 
with a favage Difpofition and ferity of Témper 
highly pleafed with acts of barbarity and cru- 
elty. Goodsnature, compaffion and tendernefs, 
will with great difficulty afterwards gain poffef- 
fion, if the mind be firft tin€@tured with inhu- 
manity and blood. Pts 


The Honour then of the Nation, which is 
blemifhed by continuing fo foolifh a cuftom, ‘the 
unhappy confequences of broken Limbs -4nd 
other evils attending it, the horror fo favage 
an Entertainment muft give to all good Peopile, 
and the ill effeét ic muft have on the Morals of 


* Ne puercs coram populo Medea trucidet. Hor. -- 
FEBRUARY 1729. G our 
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our Youth, €¢. all call loudly on our Governors 
and Magiftrates to. exert their Authority and 
Power utterly to abolifh fo difhonourable, fo 
mifchievous, fo barbarous and immoral a Cue 
ftom, which too long has been prattifed with 
impunity amongft us. 








ARTICLE XI. 


A full and impartial View of the Contro- 
~ werfy concerning Sir Mfaac Newton’s new 
odyften of CHRONOLOGY, as it relates 
either to its Advocates and Defenders, 

or to its Adverfaries and Oppofers. 


lg Readers of this Journal having been 
prefented with a very full and accurate 
Abridgment of Sir I/aac Newton’s Chronology 
in the month of April laft, in the Ift Volume, 
with three Defences of it fince, one in p. 499 
of the fame Volumie, a fecond.in p. 210 of the 
fecond Volume for the month of September, 
anda third in p.. 362 of Vol. II. for the month 
of November laft; which are all that have yet 
appear’d in its Vindication: It is now equally 
incumbent upon ‘us, in order to do impartial ju- 
ftice to the Authors on both fides, (in a Caufe 
of fo great moment and importance to the Re+ 
publick of Letters) that we impart to the Pub- 


lick alike faithful and exact Account of what 
: objectie 
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“ 
objections and difhculties have been urged a- 
gainft it, by fuch Writers as have appear’d in 
oppofition to Sir J/aac’s new Syitem either at 
home or abroad, fince the publication of the en- 
tire Work. 

For as for what was publifhed on occafion of 
the {mall Epitome that had ftole abroad without 
the knowledge or confent of the great Author, 
we think them too trifling and inconfiderable, 
and full of too many grois errors and iniftakes 
of Sir J/aac’s Notions and Meaning, and of 
which. he himfelf convi€ted them in a Paper 
inferted in the Pbhilofopbical Tranfattions, N°. 
389, to deferve to have any further notice tas 
ken of them here. Nor indeed does it appear, 
that even Dr. Halley himfelf, when he wrote 
either his firft or fecond Defence of Sir J/aac 
Newton's Chronology againft F. Souciet, infert- 
ed in the Philof: Tranfattious, N°. 397 and 399, 
had then fo much.as.feen the Syftem entire 
that he defended, tho’ I think it had been then 


fome time publifhed ; at leaft this does not ap« 


pear trom any ule he has there made of it. But 
of this more hereafter. 

Omitting therefore what we may fo juftly 
term thofe too hafty and abortive productions, 
which appear’d before the larger Work itfelf 
was publifh’d, or at leaft thoroughly confider’d 
and examined in all its branches; we fhall here 
confine ourfelves to thofe of a more elaborate 
nature, of a more accurate and exact compofure, 
and take them as they occur ; obferving no other 
rule of precedency or diftinétion, than that of 
the order of time in which they were publifh’d, 


The firft Author that appear’d on this occa- 
fion was the reverend and learned Mr. Bedford ; 
Gz fren 
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from whom the world foon expeéts a new and 
noble Work in Chronology, a Work of fo 
high and arduous a nature, that tho’ much re- 
commended by the late moft learned Archbi- 
fhop Ufher in the Preface to his incomparable 
Annals, as a very difficult tho’ not impoffible 
task, viz. A Demonftration of Scripture Chrono- 
hogy by Aftronomicas Calculation, yet nothing of 
this nature had been attempted till this Author 
undertook it. Of this new and vaft Attempt 
we had already given our Readers the general 
Plan in the State of Learning for the month of 
September laft, from p. 237 to 240: But while 
the great Work was in the prefs, as a {mall fpe- 
cimen of the future performance, the Author 
was pleafed to publifh the following Treatife 
in confutation of Sir J/aac’s new Syftem. 
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ARTICLE XII 


ANIMADVERSIONS upon Sir Haac New- 
ton’s Book, intitled, The Chronology of 
ancient Kingdoms amended. By Ar- 
THUR BEDFORD, Chaplain to the Ha- 
berdathers Hofpital at Hoxton, near Lon- 
don. Pages 232 in 8vo. 










x1s Author allowing Sir Ifaac Newton to 
be the great Improver of Natural Philfo- 


fiphy, Aftronomy and Opticks, denies that he 
i is 
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is to be equally depended on in Chronology ; 
becaufe in his other ftudies he made improve- 
ments on thofe that went before him, but in 
this his whole endeavour is to fupplant them all, 
particularly Eufebius, Bochart, Archbifhop Uther, 
Bifhop Lloyd, Bifhop Beveridge, Dr. Prideaux 
from whom he differs 680 years in the flood of 
Ogyges, 280 years in the taking of Troy, 121 
years in the building of Rome, 633 years in the 
reign of Salatis the firft King of Lower Egypr, 
1300 years in the rife of the Affyrian Monar- 
chy, and 180 years in its fall. 


But omitting thefe Authors; the next ob 
jection againft Sir Ifaac is, That his notion if 
admitted, will deftroy all the authority of the 
holy Scriptures. As firft he faith, That the Ca- 
naanites who fled from Jofhua, conquer’d Tam- 
muZ King of lower Egypt, and there reigned 
under their Kings Salatis and others until the 
days of Eli. To this it is anfwer’d, that there 
was never a King of lower Egypt called Tam- 
muz ; and that it appears from a quotation in 
Herodotus compared with Ezekiel, that Tam- 
muz was Mizraim fon of Ham, and the firft 
King of upper Egypt ; from whofe name the 
Country was fo called, as Mofes intimates Gen, 
x. and as it evidently appears in the oriental 
Languages. So that to make Tammuz contem- 
porary with Jofhua, is to make a Grandfon of 
Noah contemporary with Jofhua; whereas the 
Scriptures mention ten inclufive Generations 
from Noah to Abraham, 430 years from the 
promife given to him unto the going out of E- 
gypt, and 40 years from thence unto the en- 
trance of Jofhua into the land of Canaan. 


G 3 . 2d/yy 

























en a. = = z 
ee ee a Se pa. 
- - -, 


BES Soe 
— Se 
} 


_——_ 


—— 
aa 



















162 The Prefent State of Art. 12. 


2dly, Sir Ifaac Newton faith, that there were 
many Kings in Egypt in the days of Jofhua, 
which by degrees grew into one Kingdom, and 
the firft King was he whofe daughter Solomon 
married ; whereas it is evident, that the Phas 
raoh King of Egypt who was drowned in the 
red Sea was King of all the Country, fince the 
Plagues were over the whole Land for his fake ; 
and long before that, Jofeph was Governor of 
the whole Land of Egypt under another King ; 
fo that according to Sir Ifaac Newton, Solomon 
muft be contemporary with Jofeph, if not be- 
fore him. 


3dly, Sir Ifaac Newton affirms, that in the 
year before CHRIST 1125, or above 1200 
years after the Flood, Greece and all Europe 
was peopled by wandering Cimmerians and Scy- 
thians from the back fide of the Euxine Sea, 
who gave a beginning to thefe Kingdoms. 
Whereas Mofes faith, that the Ifles of the Gen- 
tiles Cor Europe and particularly Greece) were 
peopled by the fons of Japhet, after their names, 
and according to their families. So that thefe 
Countries were regularly inhabited by them, 
when the names of the fons of Japhet were 
frefh in memory, and the families diftinét. Ac- 
cordingly the remains of their names are found 
by Bochart, Mede and Dr. Wells, in leffer Afia 
and Greece, and other Parts of Europe, accor- 
ding to the accounts which Mo/es gives us. 


_ atbly, Sir Wfaac Newton affirms, ‘That the E- 
domites in the reign of David carried to all pla- 
ces their Arts and Sciences, among which were 
their Navigation, Aftronomy and Letters ; and 

there 
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there Mo/es learned to write the Law in a book > 
And confequently there could be none of thefe 
Arts and Sciences before the time of Efau er 
Edom. ‘To this it is anfwer’d, That if this is 
granted, it will call in queftion the Longevity 
of the Patriarchs, which was a Providence for 
the early inventing of Arts and Sciences. It 
will call in queftion the Longevity of the 
World, fince many Arts and Sciences were ne- 
ceffary for the fupport of Human Life. It will 
call in quefticn the building of the Ark, which 
could not be done without Arts and Sciences. 
It will call in queftion whether this Ark landed 
Eaftward from Babylon, fince thefe Arts and 
Sciences muft be preferved by the antediluvian 
Patriarchs in the Country where they landed. 
On the other hand, the Idumeans were never 
famous for Arts and Sciences, but a wild ruftick 
People, and Mo/fes learned Letters and other 
Learning in Egypt. Mofes was fo far from 
Jearning Letters in Idumea, that it is uncertain 
whether he was ever there. After he went from 
Egypt alone, he fpent his time with Fethro his 
Father-in-law at Midian, and not in Idumea ; 
and after he had deliver’d the IJ/raelites from 
Egypt, the King of Edom would not let any of 
them enter into his Country. And therefore 
Sir Ifaac’s affirming, that before the ufe of Let- 
ters (which he denies to be in Egypt at that 
time ) the names and actions of Men could not 
be remember’d above 80 or too years after their 
deaths, will deftroy the Credibility of all the 
Hiftory of Mofes in the book of Genefis. As 
for Aftronomy, it is certain that Egypt and Ba- 
bylon were famous for it long before. And as 
for their Navigation, the Idumeans could not be 
skilled in it, when Solomon the fon of David 
G 4 made 
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made a Navy of Ships in Ezion-Geber upon the 


coaft of Edom, he fent to Zyre on the northern 
part of the Mediterranean Sea for Men to build 
them, The firft Pattern for a Ship was the 
Ark, which was an oblong fifty cubits broad, 
and five hundred cubits long. In this Ark Ham 
the father of Sidon was preferved, who built 
the town of Szdon, and called it by his name ; 
which was a Sea-port town open to the We- 
ftern, Sea, near the foreft of Lebanon, where 
they had all materials for building Ships, and 
without doubt made ule of them above goo 
years before the Father of the Idumeans was 
born. And if Shipping had not been early in 
thofe Parts, jt. would have been impoffible for 
the Ijles of the Gentiles, or Greece and Italy to 
have been peopled by the Sons of Faphet, as 
Mofes mentions ; fince the names of his chil- 


dren on the oppofite fhares plainly fhews, that 


they failed from one Coaft to the other, as is 
abundantly proved by the learned Bochart, Mr. 
Mede, Dr. Wells, and othér Authors. And the 
Ships of Chittim or Greece, with others on the 
coaft of Cauaan {o often mentioned by Mo/es, 
and in the book of Fudges, plainly fhews that 
they were common at that time. 


Sir Ifaac Newton quotes Heftod to prove, that 
there were four Generations of Men from the 
flood of Deucalion to the Trojan war. ‘This Au- 
thor faith, that Hefied faith not a word to this 
purpofe. He reckons four kinds of Men, or 
the Golden Age, the Silver Age, the Brazen Age, 
and the Age of the Heroes ; but {peaks not a 
word of Ages or Generations. The word which 
Heficd ules is yw@, which Sir Ifaac miftakes fe- 
yen 
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ven times for yv2¢, and fo draws an inference 
from Hefiod which he never intended. 

Sir Ifaac Newton makes Ammon to be the firft 
King of all Egypt, and that he lived in David’s 
time. This Author faith, that this Ammon was 
Ham the Son of Noah, from whom Egypt is 
called the Land of Ham ; and that long before 
the time of David there was a Pharaob, who 
made Fo/cpb his Deputy over all the Land of 
Egypt ; and another, for whofe fake the whole 
Land of Egypt was plagued with ten fucceffive 
Plagues, and who was afterwards drowned in 
the red Sea. 

Sir Ifaac faith, that this Amzou in the time 
of David was the firft who built long and large 
Ships, and that till then their Veffels were fmall 
and round. ‘This Author denies that they were 
ever round, but oblong like the Ark; and fuch 
as thefe might be eafily built, the timber grow- 
ing ftraight, being naturally fit for fuch a pur- 
pofe. But if we fuppofe them to have been /iall 
and round Veflels, we muft fuppofe that they did 
either crook their Timber, or cut a great deal to 
wafte ; and that it would puzzle a {mall Afathe- 
matician to demonftrate, that they would take 
fo much pains to fo {mall a purpofe, 

Sir Ifaac faith, that this Ammon fettled the 
year to confift of 365 days, whereas before it 
confifted but of 360. ‘This Author faith, that 
this was firft begun by Ham, from what he had 
learned at Babylon, carried on by Mizraim the 
firft King of Egypt, and compleated by Thoth 
the fecond King of that country. This Author 
endeavours to prove from Fofephus, Plutarch, 
Herodotus, and the Courfe of the Sun, compa- 
red with Eratofthenes his Table of the Egyptian 
Kings, 
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Kings, that this Alteration was made in the 
year of the world 1943, and above 1oo0 years 
before the reign of David. 


Sir Ifaac fuppofeth that Idolatry began in the 
time of David. This Author affirms that it was 
Jong before. ‘There were Idols in the Land of 
Canaan before the I/raektes came thither. o- 
fiua faith, that Zerah the father of Abraham 
ferved other gods ; and Laban calls the Images 
his gods, which Rachel the wife of ‘Facob ftole 
from him. And Noab and his Sons were dei- 
fied by the names of Saturn, ‘fupiter, Neptune 
and Pluto. 

Sir Ifaac faith, that in the latter end of Da- 
vids reign the Jtalians were taught to build 
houfes. ‘This Author anfwers, that the Umbré 
who had been there long before, built Cities, 
which Pliny mentions. That Cain the fon of 
Adam built a city called Enoch. 'That Babylon 
was built before the Difperfion ; and from thence 
the knowledge of Architecture was fpread into 
all Countries. 

Sir Hfaac faith, that in So/omon’s time Hyag- 
nis the Phrygzan invented the Pipe. ‘This Au- 
thor faith, that it was in Canaan in the days of 
Samuel, without the leaft intimation that it was 
a new invention. 

Sir Ifaac places Bacchus about the fame time. 
This Author faith, that Bacchus is Bar-Cufb the 
fon of Cufb or Nimrod, and Facchus another of 
the names was Fah Cub, or Lord Cufb, and can 
have no other fignification in the Eaftern coun- 
tries, where he lived. And tho’ Sir Ifaac faith, 
that Bacchus fignifies the great ; yet this Author 

fays that there is no fuch derivation. 
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Sir Ifaac faith, that Geography bezan in Re- 
hoboam’s time. This Author fuppofeth that Noab 
was skilled. in it, and that Mo/es intimates the 
fame more than once ; and that the overflowing 
of the river NéJe put the Egyptians upon this 
ftudy from the beginning. 


Sir Haac faith, that when the Egyptians found 
out the Solftices, they fixed the Year to the 
vernal Equinox : This Author faith, that they 
began their Lunar years trom the Autumnal : 
So that Sir Ifaac is as diftant from truth, as the 
oppofite Points of the Equinox are to each o- 
ther. And that it appears from the Ara of 
Nabonaffar, that when Thoth fettled the Egyp- 
tian Solay year at the time before mentioned, 
he began it from the Winter Equinox, at a time 
when the Sun was 45 min. in declination diftant 
from the Tropick. And thus Fulius Ce/ar be- 
gun the Roman year from the Winter, when 
the Sun was 18 min. from the Zropick, and was 
as {mall as could well be obferved in thofe early 
times. 

Sir Ifaac faith, that in the reign of Nebu- 
chadnezzar who carried the Fews captive, Phi- 
don invented weights and meafures, and the 
coining of Silver money. Mr. Bedford faith, 
that both were in common ufe in Avrabam’s 
time, and particularly among the J/raelites, 
when they built the Tabernacle in the Wilder- 
nefs. 

Sir Ifaac Newton faith, that Chiron was a pra- 
tical Aftronomer, and delineated the Afterifms. 
This Author denies it, and faith that all the 
Ancients reprefent him as a Phyfictau and a Mu- 
fician ; and that he might invent the planetary 
Hours without the leaft skill in Afronoimy, yet 
he 
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he could not invent the Afterifms, becaufe ma- 
ny of them relate to things fince his time ; and 
he himfelf is reprefented among them as a Cen- 
taur or a Monfter, and not as a Man. This 
Author allows that a Sphere might be made by 
fome other about that time; but agrees with 
Sir Ifaac that their obfervations were but courfe, 
and that they knew not the Sun’s unequal mo- 
tion, fo that they took no obfervation at Spring 
and Fall, but only from the Sun’s being near 
the Tropicks : That one of the Colures in this 
ancient Sphere doth not agree with the Arch 
of a great Circle, which Sca/iger obferved long 
ago. Then they fuppofed the Sun on the Sol- 
ftice, when it was at its utmoft -obfervable Alti- 
tude ; and as it was impoffible not to err in this 
method, fo a miftake of four minutes (which 
might eafily happen) would make an alteration 
of near 300 years, and inftead of confirming 
Sir Ifaac’s notion, it would confirm the ancient 
Opinion as it is there demonftrared, and entirely 
agrees with the obfervations which Hipperchus 
had made ; fo that the one confirms the other, 
and al! ferve to confirm the old Chronology. 


Sir Ifaac faith, that Homer lived about thirty 
five years after the taking of Zroy, and brings 
reafons to prove it ; which this Author endea- 
vours to aniwer, and fith that Homer lived 
fome ages after, becaufe he tells us that Dizo- 
medes, Ajax, Heétor and Alneas, took up fuch 
large ftones to fling at their enemies, that two 


Men could hardly lift them as they were in his. 


time. 

Sir Haac faith, that Hefiod tells us that he 
lived about thirty five years after the taking of 
Troy. This Author denies it, and faith, that 
by 
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by the fame way of arguing it may be proved 
that A/canius was the immediate Father of Fu 
linus Cefar, and that Cleanthus ( A!neas’s Son) 
was the immediate Father of Cluentius in Virgil's 
time. 

Sir Ifaac endeavours to fix Hefiod’s time by 
what he faith of the rifing of Ardzurus, as he 
{tates it. ‘This Author faith their obfervations 
were but coarfe at that time; and Hefiod might 
not be very exact, being only a Poet and not 
an Aftronomer : And a {mall miftake might 
make an alteration of fome hundred years. But 
as this Author hath calculated it Avno ante Chri- 
fium 1013, it would place Hefiod as cotempo- 
rary with Solomon, and not as Sir Ifaac hath 
placed him, which was above 100 years later, 
and differs but twenty years from Mr. Marfhail’s 
Chronology. 

Sir Ifaac places Cadmus in the 17th year of 
Reboboam, and adds, that at that time men were 
taught to harden clay into brick, This Author 
tells us, that before the Difperfion the City and 
Tower of Babylon were built of brick, and was 
fo remarkable a monument of the ufefulnefs 
thereof, that it could not but be conveyed to all 
parts of the world. 


Sir Ifaac affirms, that in facred Hiftory the 
Affyrian Monarchy began with Pu/ and Ziglath 
Pilezer. This Author denies it, and faith, that 
in the Hebrew text it is evident that Némrod or 
Ninus (the grandfon of Ham) began that Mo- 
narchy, and built Azweveb, which word in the 


oriental Languages fignifies the Habitation of 
Ninus. ‘That according to the defcription in 
Dauiel, the feathers were foon pluck’d from the 
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wings of this Eagle, and afterward he increafed 
in his ftrength again. 


Sir Ifaac faith, that God gave to Shifbak the 
Kingdoms of the Land, and puts down the 
Hebrew words and the text for a proof of it: 
And that this Shifbak in Rehoboam’s time was 
the fame with Se/ofris. This Author faith, 
that this Se/ofrzs was the immediate Succeffor 
of Pharaoh, who was drowned in the red Sea, 
and not Sbifbak. He denies that it is faid in 
Scripture that God gave to Sbhi/bak the King- 
doms of the Earth: And therefore when Sir 
Ifaac faith that he hath made his Chronology 
agree with Scrzpture, he muft mean the Scrip- 
ture of his own making. 


So that the whole foundation of the Contro- 
verfy is an opinion of this Author that Sir 
Ifaac’s Book entirely contradi¢ts the Scripture 
Hiftory, and that if the one is true, the other 
muft be falfe. And as he hath on his fide the 
learned Bochart, Dr. Prideaux, Archbifhop Uber, 
Bifhop Lloyd, Bifhop Cumberland, Bifhop Beve- 
ridge, and all the beft Chrounologers and Com- 
mentators, and Sir Haac’s opinion is wholly 
new, and he hath not anfwer’d one of thofe 
arguments by which the others have ftrength- 
ened their opinion both from Scripture and an- 
cient Authors ; fo Mr. Bedford adheres to their 
opinion, and faith, That by Sir Ifaac’s way of 
arguing, a man may prove that Hannibal, Be- 
lifarius and the Duke of Marlborough, were the 
fame Perfon. 

But as this Author hath publifhed a Propofal 
for printing the Seripture Chronology demonfirated 
by Aftronomical Obfervations ; and as it is fup- 
poled 
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pofed that all poflible Helps will be made ufe 
of from that noble Science for this purpofe ; 
and as the r2oth Sheet thereof is actually print- 
ed ; fo it is hoped, that after the publication 
of this elaborate Treatife, the World will.be 
better able to judge of the prefent Contro- 
verly. 


An Account of the other Books that have 
been printed on this occafion and fide of the 
Queftion, either at home or abroad, fince the 
publication of Sir IJ/aac’s larger Work, fhall 
be continued and given in the next Jour- 
nal. 





AR THEFCQLE XII. 


Petri Antonii Michelotti Tridentint 
Apologia: In qua fummum Geometram 
Jo. Bernoullium motricis Fibre in Muf- 
culorum motu inflate curvaturam re- 
ciffime fupputaffe defenditur; & Ric. 
Mead, Geoarci II. Magne Britannia 
Regis Archiatri longé eruditiffimi obje- 
cionibus refpondetur ; aliaque preterea 
quammulta, ad celebriorum de ratione 
motus Mufculorum hypothefeon criti- 
cen, & philofophandi methodum in re 
medica, attinentia adjiciuntur. Ad Vi- 

rum 
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rum celeberrimum Jac. Hermannum, 
pridem Patavil, nunc Petropoli fubli- 
mioris Geometriz Profeflorem preftan- 
tifimum. Accedit rari ex utero Morbi 
hiftoria, una cum neceffariis medicis 
Animadverfionibus, ab eodem Miche- 
lotto prefcripta. Venetiis: Apud Jo. 
Gabriele Hertz, & Jo. Manfre. to. 
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Hs Work divides itfelf into two Parts; 
TT viz. Hifforical, and Polemical: Of the 
firft there has already been given a very full 
and particular Account in this Journal, in Ar- 
ticle XII. for the Month of December laft, 
p. 439 there. The Polemical now remains to 
be treated of here : But before we enter upon 
it, it may be firft neceflary to premife two 
things. 
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Firff, That the learned and ingenious Au- 
thor is guilty of an egregious miftake and blun- 
der in the very Title to his work, when he 
pretends to defend Mr. Bernoulli’s Syftem of 
mufcular Motion againft the objections of the 
famous Dr. Mead. The Doétor, we can fully 
afflure him, never wrote one fyllable againft 
Mr. Bernoulli’s Syftem. *Twas a very different 
perfon, a learned and ingenious young Phyfi- 
cian, that was the Author of that Difcourfe 
Dr. Michelotti all along here refers to, and 
againft whofe objections and difficulties it is he 
defends his friend Mr. Bernoulli’s Theory, not 
thofe of Dr. Mead’s: But who, fince he f 
thought fit to conceal his name, and appear oO} 
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anonymous, neither do we here think fit to 
mention it. 


A fecond thing proper here to be premifed 
is, That as this Work is a Defence of the fa- 
mous John Bernoulli’s Theory of mufcular Mo- 
tion, and but very few of our Readers can be 
fuppofed truly informed of this new Syftem ; it 
will be but neceffary in order to their becter 
judging of the merits of this performance, and 
of the refpective force and folidity either of the 
difficulties and objeétions which have been urg’d 
againft it, or of the an{wers that have been gi- 
ven to them, and the defences made for it, firft 
to premife a full and clear Account of the 
Theory itfelf, and the main principles upon 
which it is built ; which therefore take as fol- 
lows. 
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ARTICLE XIV. 


An ACCOUNT of phat is moft remark- 
able in a Latin Differtation lately pub- 
lif’d by Mr. John Bernoulli, Profe/for 
of Mathematicks at Bafil in Switzerland ; 
containing a new Theory of Mufcular 
Motion. 


=. F TER having given the common defcrip- 

tion of a Mufcle, he takes notice of an 
Obtervation of Borelli, of hardening the muf- 
FEBRUARY 1729. H cular 
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cular Fibres by boiling, and then examining the 
different Sections of them by a Microfcope ; 
by which means that famous Mechanift ima- 
gin’d that he had difcover’d their ftruéture. He 
fancied that the {malleft of them (fuch as com- 
pofe the greater) were hollow Tubes, con- 
tracted at certain intervals by tranfverfe Fibrils, 
(almoft as a rocket is choked with packthread ) 
each Fibril being thus formed into a ftring of 
Cells or Bladders, opening into one another. 
Thefe Cells he fuppofes to be full of blood, 
brought continually by the arteries, and carried 
off by the veins ; but to be notwithftanding in 
but a moderate degree of expanfion, and to be 
drawn by the force of the antagonift Mufcles 
into an oblong, and almoft a fpheroidical form. 
Into thefe Cells he fuppofes nerves to be in- 
ferted, which immit the nervous juice ad impe= 
rium anime ; which mixing with the blood, ex- 
cites an effervefcence which puffs up the Cell 
into a rounder figure ; by which means the 
long diameter of each fpheroidical Cell being 
fhorten’d, the whole Fibril is likewife fhorten’d ; 
which happening to each fibre in particular, by 
confequence the whole Mufcle is contratted. 


Borelli not knowing the do€trine of Fluxi- 
ons, was not able to calculate the true figure of 
thefe Celis ; he therefore fuppofed them rhom- 
boidal folids, and calculates on that fuppofition : 
But Bernoulli having the abovementioned ad- 
vantage, calculates their figure truly ; that is, 
fuch as would refult from the principles before 
laid down. 

Befides this, he improves upon Borelli’s 
notion of the expanfion of the Cell from an 
effervefcence, by fuppofing that the nervous 
juice 
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juice confifts of pointed particles, fuch as thofe 
of acids, according to the fancy of feveral Chy- 
mifts ; that thefe particles pierce thofe of the 
blood, and let out an imprifon’d elaftick air, of 
a much more fubtil nature than the common, 
and rather a medium between that and ether. 
That this air having performed its office of 
blowing up the Cell, efcapes by the pores of 
the Mufcles, and fo through the body into the 
atmofphere ; and that then the Cell fubfides, 
and is reduced to its former dimenfion and fi- 
gure: Thus the Mufcle grows flaccid, and is 
capable of being drawn by its antagonift to its 
former length. But if the nervous juice be con- 
tinually impell’d into the Cell, then the infla- 
tion is conftantly produced, and during that 
time the Mufcle remains contra¢ted. 


The true figure of thefe Cells, which from 
their refemblance we compared to Spheroids, is 
properly that of a Solid generated by the revo- 
lution of a circular Segment round its Bafe. 
From the confideration of this figure, and of 
an elaftick Fluid acting in a Cell fo form’d, 
Bernoulli deduces the Force of the Celi in rai- 
fing a weight ; and of thefe Forces he gives 
a Table, relative to the Arc of the Segment, 
generating fuch a Solid as the Cell ’ repre- 
fents. 


Since Borelli’s time, much nicer Obfervati- 
ons of the mufcular Fibres have been made by 
Microfcopes of more modern invention ; and 
yet all that has been obferved amounts to no 
more, than that the largeft Fibres in a Mufcle 
are compounded of others fmaller ; thofe a- 


gain of others fimaller ftill, and fo on to fuch 
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as are invifible in the Microfcope itfelf: So 
that in the flefh of a Whale there are Fibres to 
be feen as fmall, as thofe that are microfcopi- 
cally vifible in the flefh of 4 Moufe. °Tis very 
likely, therefore, that the ultimate Fibres may 
be fo exceedingly {mall, as to be quite tranfpa- 
rent, as all very minute Bodies are, and there- 
fore not fingly vifible, were the perfection of 
Microfcopes unlimited. 






















It follows upon the whole, That fince Ber- 
noulli was ignorant of the ftructure of a fim- 
ple mufcular Fibre, that his Theory is entirely 
hypothetical ; and fo far hypothetical, that it 
confifts of three Suppofitions independent on 
each other: The firft is, that of the ftruéture 
*of a mufcular Fibre ; the fecond, that its Cells 
are inflated by an Air; the third, that this Air 
is finer than the common, and capable of paf- 
fing through Pores impervious to any Air we 
have any experiment of. But however, if thefe 
three Conjectures be allow’d, the Theory built 
on them feems to be juft. 


So much for Mr. Bernoulli’s Theory of 
mufcular Motion: As for the objections which 
the Englith Phyfician has made againft it, and 
the anfwers that Dr. Michelotti has returned ' 
to them, together with the defences he has f 
made for it; of thefe we fhall give a particu- : 
lar account in another Journal. 
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ARTICLE XV. 


Chronological Essay on the Sacred 
History from the Creation of the World 
to the Birth of Chrift: Being a Defence 
of the Computation of the Septuagint. 
With Tables, wherein the Greek and He- 
brew Accounts are compared together and 
adjufted tothe Julian Period. To which 
is added, an Effay on the Confufion of 
Languages; and a Difcuffion of that 
Queftion, Whether the primitive Lan- 
guage be any where remaining? By 
THomas BretTT, L.L.D. in 8va. 


pages 94. 


' X ] HOEVER has a genius inclined to the 


contemplation of nature, and takes plea- 


{ure to trace out the caufes of effects, and the 


dependance of one thing upon another, either 


in the natural or moral World, muft always 
methinks have a particular curiofity to look 


back into the firft fources and original of things ; 


and efpecially to revolve in his mind as far as 
he is able the beginning and progrefs of a rifing 


Vorld. 
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Nothing belonging to the prefent ftate of 
things can be more fit or worthy our moft fe- 
rious meditation and ftudy ; nor any thing con- 
duce more to difcover the wifdom and beauty 
of the divine Providence, or fhow us the grounds 
of all true Science ; thefe containing in them 
as *twere the feeds of all knowledge, the true 
principles and foundations of fuch fpeculations 
and theories, as are moft proper and ufeful to 
give us a true aim and direction in the whole 
courfe of our future ftudies. Whercfore thefe 
are the noble fearches and enquiries, to the 
clearing up and full difcovery of which we 
fhould chiefly apply ourfelves ; laying afide all 
other lefs important fpeculations, and many of 
thofe dry fubtilties which the fchools and books 
both of our Philofophers and Divines are ufu- 
ally filled. 


A curious and ufeful Specimen of two fuch 
Theories this Author has here given us; one 
relating to the true ra and Date of the Mo- 
faick Creation, in an Effay on the Sacred Hi- 
fiory, and an excellent Defence of the Compu- 
tation of the Seventy againft the prefent Hebrew 
Mafforet Copy, from thence to the birth of 
Chrift : The other relating to the Confufion of 
Languages ; and a refolution of that curious and 
importantQueftion, Whether any genuine remains of 
the original or primztive Language are fitll preferved, 
and have been conveyed fafe down to our Times ? 
Both which are here argued and decided with 
a juft freedom and latitude of thought, and in 
oppofition to the vulgar opinion, and hitherto 
generally received tradition of thofe things 
amongit us. 


In 
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In giving a further account of this Treatife, 
we fhall at prefent poftpone the firft Effay ; 
having already entertained our Readers with a 
pretty long chronological Article, not to furfeit 
him with too much at once of what moft peo- 
ple are apt to judge ( however they may betray 
their ignorance in doing fo) but a dry fubjeét ; 
and here begin with the fecond, as containing 
fomething more new and curious, at leaft leds 
generally known, referving an account of the 
other to another Journal. 


This fecond Effay confifts of two Parts ; one 
relating to the Confufion of Languages, that is 


‘ mentioned in Gen. xi. 7, 8. which gave the firft 


original to all the divers languages fince fpoken 
by the Sons of Men: And this begins in p. 53, 
and reaches to p. 72. ‘The other is an enquiry, 
which of all thefe the primitive Language was ; 
and if it is now any where remaining, or even 
whether we can fo much as fay that there were 
any People that retained the original Language 
after the divifion of the Tongues at Babe/¢ And 
this extends from p. 72 to the end. 

To begin with the former. That Man had 
the ufe of Speech as foon as he was created, 
and a Language in which to exprefs the fentis 
ments of his mind ; confequently that God en- 
dowed him with this {peech or language at the 
time that he breathed into bim the breath of life, 
is evident from the Hiftory of the Creation, as 
deliver’'d by Mo/fes in Gen. ii. 19. So that no 
one who knows and believes that, can doubt of 
Man’s having the ufe of Speech, or his being 
infpired with the gift of a Language from the 
very time of his firft formation: I fay infpired 
with the gift of a Language ; becaufe an arti- 
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culate Speech or Language, by which the fen- 
timents of the mind are exprefled betwixt one 
Man and another, is not natural but acquired : 
As we may'be fatisfied from thofe who are born 
deaf ; who tho’ they have the fame reafon and 
underftanding as other Men, and difcover that 
reafon by their other actions, and ftudy to make 
themfelves underftood by figns, yet can form 
no articulate fpeech, or make themfelves to be 
underftood by words : Which yet they certainly 
would do, if any fpeech or language was as na- 
tural to man as reafon is. Befides, if there 
was a natural language in man, or any other 
than what is acquired by ufe and cuftom de- 
rived from thofe whom we hear fpeak before 
us, all men would fpeak that language, and we 
fhould underftand each other’s {peech from one 
end of the world to the other. For if it was 
natural, no man could fail to fpeak it, neither 
could any one lofe it by difufe. 

It is true, when a Language is once formed, 
it is eafy to add new words to it: But then 
thofe words proceed not from nature, but from 
inftitution and ufe. No one will naturally know 
the meaning of thofe new words, till they are 
taught. Thus indeed it is poffible to frame a 
new language ; and indeed all the living lan- 
guages now in the world, or at leaft the great- 
eft part of them, have been framed anew by 
this and other means. So that if our Anceftors 
who lived fome hundred years ago, were now 
to rife from the dead, and to {peak the lan- 
guage they {poke in their own times, we fhould 
not underftand them, nor they us. However, 
to frame or alter a language muft be the work 
of time ; and therefore as Adam had a language 
immediately as foon as he was created, he muft 
be 
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be infpired with it: For one day, or rather 
few hours of a day, could not be fufficient for 
him to frame a language for himfelf And in- 
deed, though men are born with all the organs 
proper for {fpeech, yet till they have heard ar- 
ticulate founds, they know not how to frame 
fuch founds of themfelves, as we may fee in 
men born deaf. For if nature taught men to 
form fuch founds, then thofe that were born 
deaf would (when they came to the ufe of rea- 
fon) form words by which to exprefs their 
minds : Therefore as we have no inftance that 
any perfon born deaf ever did frame words for 
himfelf, we may conclude that fpeech muft be 
acquired by being taught ; and that if the firft 
Man had not been infpired or taught by God 
how to fpeak, his pofterity could never have 
invented a language for themfelves, notwith~ 
ftanding they would have had the fame organs 
of {peech we.have now. 


That language which Adam fpoke himfelf, 
he undoubtedly taught his children ; and this 
language continued the fame unto the flood. 
It is poffible it might receive fome little alte- 
ration in that time ; that fome in that multi- 
tude of men born in the interval from Adam to 
Noah might invent new words or phrafes, and 
be followed by others therein: But then fuch 
words or forms of expreffion could not be ma- 
ny, or proceed fo far as to alter the language, 
and to make it another tongue, fo that thofe 
who lived in one part of the Earth might not 
underftand any that lived in another part, as it 
is now, if they happen’d to meet together. For 
that which caufes our languages now to alter fo 
much in an age or two, proceeds from the 
com- 
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commerce or intercourfe of one Nation with 
another, and the conqueft of one People by 
another, and incorporation of one with ano- 
ther ; by which means a mixture of divers lan- 
guages is introduced, and the old language 
gradually changed. For in countries that have 
no commerce or intercourfe with Foreigners, 
and which have efcaped being conquer’d or in- 
eorporated with other nations, the Inhabitants 
retain the language of their Anceftors from ge- 
neration to generation, with little or no varia- 
tion. : 

Now this was the cafe of the Antediluvian 
world: They had but one language, originally 
derived from Adam ; and as there was no other 
dialeét to be mixed with it, by the means be- 
fore mentioned, or any other, let us fuppofe 
the world to have been never fo well peopled 
during that time, there could be but very little 
alteration made in the language ; only as fome 
new words were formed upon the difcovery of 
any new object or invention, and thefe might 
be different in different places. But thefe could 
not be fo many or confiderable, as to affeét the 
main of the language, any more than the dif- 
ferent names of trees, or plants, or utenfils, 
(which are various in different parts of England) 
affect the Englifh language. So that if we were 
to follow the Chronology of the Septuagint for 
this period, I fee not how there could be more 
languages than one before the flood. But if 
we follow the Chronology of the Hebrew, 
(which feems to be generally-approv’d) there 
is yet a further argument and proof that the 
fame language continued from Adam to the 
flood : For according to that Chronology, Me- 
thufelab lived near three hundred years with 
Adam ; 
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Adam ; confequently {poke the fame language 
with Adam : And Noab lived five hundred years 
with Methufelab, therefore {poke the fame lan- 
guage. So that the fame tongue which was 
{poken by Adam, was f{poken alfo by Noah; in 
whofe time the flood came upon the earth, and 
deftroy’d all but him and his family. 


After the flood, the fame continued to be 
the common language, of mankind till the build- 
ing of the Tower of Babe/ ; for at that time 
the Scripture tells us, * the whole earth was cf 
one language, and of one [peech. At which time 
in order to get a name, and immortalize their 
memory, they refolved to build a Tower of 
a prodigious height, which I take to be the 
meaning of thofe words, whofe top may reach 
unto beaven. For if they had really been fo 
filly as to think it poffible for them to build up 
to heaven, they would have chofe a hill, and 
not a valley to have built upon. But as the 
Hebrew language has no degrees of compari- 
fon, fo they ufed hyperbolical expreffions to 
denote any thing extraordinary ; fuch as great 
or mighty before God, high as heaven, low as 
bell, and the like, of which many inftances 
may be given. However, this vanity of theirs 
in purpofing to build a vaft high Tower only to 
make their names famous, and give pofterity 
occafion to admire them, was difpleafing to 
God, and he refolved to difappoint them : And 
the way by which he was pleafed to do this, 
was by confounding their language, fo as they 
might not underftand one another. For fo we 
are told by Mo/es, in Gen. xix. 7, 8. where we 


* Gen. xi. £. 
read 
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read that the Lord faid, Let us go down and 
confound their language, that they may not under- 


ftand one another's [peeeh, So the Lord fcatter’d 


them abroad from thence upon the face of all the 
earth, and they left off to build the city. By this 
means then it was that there began to be divers 
languages on the Earth. 


And here two Queftons naturally offer them- 
felves to be refolved on this occafion. The 
firft ; How this Confufion of Languages was 
firft brought about, whether by a Miracle and 
an immediate interpofition of an Almighty pows 
er, or by natural means ? The fecond ; What 
number of Languages were then produced ? 

As to the firft, fome modern Criticks ( fuch 
as F. Szmou and Mr. Le Clerc) pretend that the 
text in Gen. xi. 7, 8. above cited, does not prove 
that God is the Author of the Diverfity of the 
Tongues, but only of the confufion and diffen- 
fion ; and that this occafioning a difperfion, a 
multiplicity of Languages naturally enfued. 
Thete learned Criticks and their followers are 
men that feem to be prepoffeffed againft Mira- 
cles, and would refolve all things into natural 
caules, as if God himfelf was always obliged 
to work by thofe means. It is alfo pretended 
that Afofes no where fpeaks of a diverfity of 
Languages as we underftand it, but only of a 
confufion of their fpeech who were at Babel ; 
which might well be, altho’ all ufed the fame 
language: That is, there might be a confufion 
raifed in their minds, that they could not un- 
derftand one another : Their notions of things 
being difturbed, fo that though they heard one 
word, they miftook it for another. They mif- 


heard or mifapprehended every thing as 
2 aid : 
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faid: As if one of the Builders called to his 
waiter for a brick or a flone, the other conftant- 
ly miftook him to call for fomething elfe, and 
he brought him Cit may be) Hime, or water, or 
faund, or fomething contrary to what was called 
for. This brought them into a confufion, that 
confufion into a diffenfion ; that led to a fepara- 
tion and di/perfion, and fo put a ftop to their 
purpofe. Andthe difperfion being thus caufed 
by the confufion and diffenfion, a diverfity of 
Language would naturally follow in time. For 
time ftill continues to alter all Languages, as 
well as rites, laws and cuftoms: And as diffe- 
rent Nations would neceffarily and gradually fall 
into different rites, laws and cuftoms, fo would 
they alfo naturally fall into different languages ; 
fome changing the original language in one 
manner, fome in another, till at laft the whole 
was changed in every Nation. 

Again; if there were fuch a divifion of tongues 
miraculoufly caus’d at Babel, (that, as it is com- 
monly faid, all thofe who were of the fame lan- 
guage, went together in their feveral compa- 
nies, under their feveral leaders) whence comes 
it to pafs, we meet with feveral of thofe by 
whom Mo/es tell us, Gen. x. 5, 20, 21. the peo- 
ple were divided in their lands , every one after 
bis tongue; after their families, in their nations ; 
which ufed the fame language in their difperfion ? 
As all the Sons of Cauaau, the Sidonians, the 
Hittites, the Febufites, &c. uled the Cananitifh 
tongue *. In Agypt Mizraim and Pathrufim ; 
in Greece ‘Favan and Eliza; in Chaldea Aram 
and Uz; had not fix but only three languages. 


* Gen. xi. 15, 16, 17, 18 
Whence 
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Whence comes it to pafs, if their feveral tongues 
were the caufe of their difperfion, that thofe fe- 
veral heads of families or nations fhou’d, two or 
three, or more, ufe the fame tongue ? 

Alfo, if tongues were divided at Babel, as is 
fuppofed, whence was it that the nearer any na- 
tion lay to thofe who had the primitive or He- 
brew language, they did participate of that 
tongue more than thofe who were more re- 
mote ; as is plain in the Chaldeans, Canaanites, 
Greeks and others ? Whereas if their languages 
were divided at Babel, thofe languages would 
have been as different from the Hebrew as 
others. 

Thefe are the reafons given us by thofe who 
would perfuade us there was no great miracle 
wrought at Babe/, no real alteration made in 
the primitive language by the immediate Power 
of God, fo that any of the people there were 
deprived of the knowledge they had of the 
tongue they brought to that place, or had a 
new tongue given them inftead of it: Only 
their minds became bewildred, and they were 
put into a confufion, which might eafily happen 
among fuch a multitude by the means of natu- 
ral caufes ; that confufion caufed diffenfion, dif- 
fenfion produced difperfion, and then time as 
naturally occafion’d a diverfity of languages. 


But notwithftanding what has been thus fo 
plaufibly alledged againft God’s having miracu- 
loufly caufed a diverfity of language at Babel, 
the Author declares he cannct but ftill C after 
the moft ferious and impartial enquiry and exa- 
mination) be of a contrary opinion: And that 
thofe who recede from the common opinion, 
left (as they pretend) they fhould give advan- 
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tage to Infidels, by attributing that to a mira- 
cle which might be done without, feem to him 
more wary than wife in this particular. For 
befides that it is certain that miracles may be 
in thofe things which might be effeéted other- 
wife by natural caufes, as when they are pro- 
duced without the help of thofe caufes, and in 
a {pace of time impoflible to nature : It has not 
yet been proved, neither does he believe it can be, 
how fuch a diverfity of tongues as is in the 
world, could have been effected without a mi- 
racle ; as will appear more fully hereafter, in 
the reply to the fecond Argument brought in 
favour of the contrary opinion. Nay, even 
thofe who would have it to be no more than 
a confufion in the minds of the Builders, muft 
acknowledge a miracle in the cafe: For could 
{o many men have their minds fo confounded 
all at once, as not to underftand or apprehend 
one another’s meaning, {peaking the fame lan- 
guage, without a miracle ? It was no more dif- 
ficult for God to confound their language, than 
their underftandings. He could as eafily multi- 
ply languages, and deprive a tribe or family of 
their old language, and give them a new one in 
a moment, as he could create a man, and give 
him a language as foon as he was formed. 


And as for the particular reafons here given 
by F. Sémon and Mr. Le Clerc, for the diverfity 
of languages that at prefent obtain in the world, 
they are by no means fatisfactory ; nor could 
fuch a variety of languages ever have been in- 
troduced into it by {uch means as they pretend. 
For there being but one language originally in 
the world, whereby men did reprefent their 
conceptions to one another, we cannot ima- 
gine 
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gine that men fhould of themfelves introduce 
fo great an alteration, as thereby to break or 
deftroy that neceffary fociety and converfe with 
each other, which even nature itfelf put men 
upon preferving. Do not men at this time ftu- 
dy to underftand the language of thofe they 
have occafion to converfe or deal with ? And 
if all had now one language, can we fuppofe 
they would change it for another, which nei- 
ther they nor their neighbours underftand ? 
There having been that freedom of converfe 
among men, by means of a language common 
to them all, as the primitive language was, it 
is not to be fuppofed that they fhould of 
themfelves cut it off to their mutual difad- 
vantage. 

And as to their fecond argument for their new 
fyftem, or hypothefis rather of the original of 
Languages, viz. That the long trad of time, and 
diverfity of cuftoms, would naturally and of it/elf 


produce this. He grants this might make acon- 


fiderable alteration, but could not fo wholly 
change it, as to make the languages of feveral 
nations fo different as we now find them to be. 
Had the original univerfal language {uffered no 
changes, but fuch as might arife from the diffe- 
rent cuftoms obferved by the feveral nations, our 
Janguage then would have differed only, or in 
little more than in fuch things, wherein our 
cuftoms differed; and there {till would have re- 
mained fuch an agreement, as whereby we might 
have underftood one another. 

And as to Jength of time, though experience 
teaches us, that it makes great alteration in a 
language; yet I believe it will be very difficult 
to find a place, where mere length of time has 
altered any language, and caufed it to be out - 
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ufe, and introduced another in the room of ir. 
For that which has chiefly caufed the change 
of languages, has proceeded firft from the mix- 
ture of Foreigners with the Natives ; or fe- 
condly the trading of Natives with Foreigners, 
and learning their language, and bringing in 
exotick words and phrafes : Or thirdly, becaufe 
in polite ages, when learning meets with ens 
couragement, men then ftudy to polifh and re- 
fine their language, that they may be able to 
contend with their neighbours in purity of ftile, 
and eafinefs and harmony of numbers. So that 
were there not diverfity of languages derived 
from fome other original, this mixture of Fo 
reigners with the Natives would make no alte- 
ration : Traders to foreign parts would bring 
in no exotick words, if the nations they deal 
with {peak the fame language with their Coun- 
trymen at home: There would be no ftriving 
to polifh our language, to make it run {moother 
and eafier, in order to vye with our neighbours 
for finenefs of diétion, or fluency of numbers, 
except there were fome other language which 
we thought (Cat leaft in fome words and phra- 
fes}) to be politer and better than our own: 
And the learned and poli® borrow words and 
phrafes from the politer language, which they 
ufe inftead of the barbarifms of their own. But 
tho’ languages receive now great alterations by 
thefe and the like means in a few ages or gene- 
rations ; yet if there had been no diverfity firft 
derived from fome other caufe, new languages 
would hardly have been introduced by any of 
thofe means by which our modern tongues do 
now in a little time receive a fenfible altera- 
tion. 
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And we may be fully fatisfied of this from 
the Welfh, Irifh, and other languages of people 
that have not mixed or traded with foreigners, 
whofe languages have continued the fame for a- 
bove a thoufand years. 

There is another caufe alfo affigned for the 
change of languages, and that is, the difference 
of climates, which is given as a reafon why the 
Northern people, efpecially thofe who live near 
the Baltick fea, ufe confonants and afpirates fo 
much, and pronouce different from others even 
the fame language ; fo that inftead of per deum 
verum bibimus bonunt vinum, they fay per theum 
ferum pipimus ponum finum. So fome have ob- 
ferved of the * Epbraimites, that it was the air 
which was the caufe of their lifping, and fay- 
ing Sibboleth inftead of Shibboleth. But this 
would caufe only an alteration as to fome let- 
ters and fyllables, and might a little alter the 
pronunciation, but could not produce any vae 
riety of language. So that fetting afide the 
Confufion of Languages at Babel, no fufficient 
reafon can be affigned for the variety of lan- 
guages now in the world. 


And as to that Confufion of minds in the 
Builders of Babel, to which the two great Cri- 
ticks before mentioned would attribute all the 
variety and multiplicity of languages that have 
fince obtained in the world; our Author grant- 
ing that fuch a confufion, without diftinét lan- 
guages, were enough to make them defift from 
their work ; yet he here clearly fhews from the 
context, in that place ¢ where Mo/fes has given 
us an account of this matter, that a diverfity of 


* Judges xii. 6, + Gen. xi. 
tongues 
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tongues is there neceflarily imply’d ; which will 
appear indeed very clear to all thofe who con- 
fider thofe paffages with due attention, and par- 
ticularly the sft, 6th and 4th verfes of that 
chapter, efpecially as illuftrated by our Author 
p. 66 and 61 here. 


And as to the laft obje€tion, which is, that 
tf Tongues were divided at Babel, whence was 
it that the nearer any nation lay to thofe who 
retained the primitive language, the Hebrew, 
they did participate more of that tongue, than 
thofe who were more remote ; as is plain in the 
Chaldeans, Canaanites, Greeks and others ? It 
is anfwer’'d, That it will be very difficult to 
prove that the primitive language is, or ever 
was any where remaining fince the difperfion 
at Babel, or that the Hebrew is that primitive 
language ; as will be fhewn very fully hereafter, 
in the fecond part of this Effay. Again we 
know not what the original Cha/dee or Greek 
Janguages were in their firft original : we know 
but of one word now remaining of the Chaldee 
tongue elder than the Babylonifb Captivity, and 
that too is very different from the Hebrew, as 
will be fhewn hereafter. And what wonder is 
it, if after the whole nation of the Jews had 
been feventy years together difperfed thro’ Cha/- 
dea, there fhould be a large mixture of Hebrew 
in the Chaldean tongue ? As to the Czuaanites, 
their language and the Hebrew was the very 
fame, as will hereafter appear. And for the 
Greeks, they received their firft Letters from 


Cadmus, who was a Phenician, or Canaanite: 


And if he firft taught them Letters, he might 
alfo very well and eafily, I mean he and his 
I 2 follows 
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foilowers Cfor Cadmus did not g6 into Greece a- u 
lone, but carried a Phentcian Colony with him) . 
mix his language with theirs, and thereby bring 
many Phoenician or Hebrew words into that lan- P 
uage. Befides, do we not fee it in all parts h 
of the world, that the nations which are near to W 
one another have generally more afhnity in lan- fi 
guage, than thofe that are more remote ; which tl 
proceeds from the neceffity that they have for a 
frequent commerce and mutual converfation one h 
with each other ? hi 
t 
As tothe fecond queftion above propofed re- ” 
lating to the number of languages on this occa- - 
fion produced ; the Scripture has not any where hi 
told us how many there were. And our Au- cr) 
thor fays he fees not any neceffity of afferting we 
with feveral Commentators, that every one of fo 
the families mentioned in the roth chapter of he 
Genefis, which according to the Hebrew are jul 
feventy, and according to the Greek feventy Zt 
two, fhould have each a diftin& language : Sb 
which tho’ it has been maintained by divers, - 
both ancient and modern, yet is generally now fig 
by the learned efteemed to be no better than a {pr 
groundlefs fancy. Nor indeed does Mofes in tha 
the genealogy there give the leaft countenance §u: 
to this opinion, but the contrary. For he ob- § Pat 
ferves that * Peleg had his name given him, be- the 
caufe in bis days (by which muft be underftood 7 
at the time of his birth, when that name was the 
given him) was the Earth divided; and yet sua 
the fons of his younger brother ‘foéZan, who Car 
could not therefore be born till after the di- Jan; 


{fperfion, are number’d among the reft to make 





© Gen. x. 25. 
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up the feventy or feventy two heads of families 
or nations. 

It does not then feem to have been the pur- 
pofe of Mofes to inform us by this genealogy 
how many nations or languages the whole world 
was divided into immediately upon the difper- 
fion at Babe/ ; but only in general to acquaint 
the ews (for whofe ufe he wrote his books 
more immediately and chiefly) who were the 
heads and founders of thofe nations which they 
had any knowledge of, or concerns with. And 
tis upon this account therefore he is fo very 
minute and particular in defcribing the pofte- 
rity of Canaan and the nations fpringing from 
him, tho’ all of them poffeffed but a {mall coun- 
try, becaufe they were the nations the J/raelites 
were to drive out and poffefs their land: But 
for other nations, tho’ very large and extenfive, 
he either paffes them over in filence, or but 
juft mentions them. And thofe words of Mo/es, 


Thefe were the fons of * Faphet, of Ham, or of 


Shem, after their familzes, after their tongues 
an their countries, and in their nations; only 
fignify that thofe families, and the nations 
fprung from them, had feveral tongues, and 
that all of them did not fpeak the fame lane 
guage ; but not that every family or nation in 
particular had a diftinét language. Thofe of 
the fame language might be divided into two 
or more nations or governments ; but then o- 
ther families or nations had a different lane 
guage. Thus Cu/o and Mizraim, and Phut and 
Canaan, ail the fons of Ham, had different 
languages ; tho’ Sidow and Heth, and other 


* Gen. X. §, 20, 21- 
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heads of nations who defcended from Canaan, 
had the fame language. In like manner, as it 
is written in the book of * Effher, where we 
read that Mordecai, by the King’s appointment, 
fent letters to every province according to the wri- 
ting thereof, and unto every people after their lan- 
guage, and unto the “Fews according to their wri- 
ting, and according to thezr language ; no one 
can hence infer, that becaufe the realm of Per- 
fia had then one hundred and twenty Provinces, 
that therefore there were a hundred and twenty 
languages different from each other fpoken with- 
in that Empire. Undoubtedly feveral Provinces 
fpoke but one and the fame language ; only 
fome there were that {poke different languages 
from the reft: And if there were but twenty, 
or but ten, or even but five or fix feveral lan- 
guages {poken in thofe hundred and twenty Pro- 
vinces, it is agreeable enough to the account 
here given. 

As therefore the Scriptures have not told us 
how many languages God was pleafed to divide 
among the people at Babe/, it may be rafhnefs 
to pretend to determine how many there were. 
There might be more than feventy, or there 
might be fewer. 'This only we can be fure of, 
that there were enough to oblige them to defift 
from their work, and to compel them to give 
over their vain enterprize and attempt. 

Scripture therefore having decided nothing 
in this matter, and we having no other hiftory, 
either in the Hebrew or any other language 
left, that can be compared with it either for 
antiquity or authority, there are not now {fufh- 
cient data remaining to folye the Queftion, 


* Efther viii. q. 


As 
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As to the other part of this Effay, which re- 
Jates to the folution of that very curious and 
important Queftion, ** Whether any remains of 
“* the original or primitive language continued 
** after the confufion of languages, and the 
“ difperfion thereby occafioned at Babel; or if 
“* it did, whether any has been conveyed and 
“* tranfmitted pure and genuine down to us?” 
This article having already run out here to an 
unufual length, we muft defer the account here- 
of to the next Journal. 
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ARTICLE XVI. 


VoyrAcE Hiftorique d’ Abiflinie, du R. P. 
JERoME Logo, de la Compagnie de 
Jefus. Traduite du Portugais : Conti- 
nuée & augmentée de plufieurs Differ- 
tations, Lettres & Memoires, par Mr. 
Le Grand Prieur de Neuville-les-Dames 
& de Preveflin. 


That is, 


An Hiftorical Voy ace of Abyflinia, by 
the R. F. JeEnom Loso, of the Society 
of Jefus. Tranflated from the original 
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Portugueze : Continued and enlarg’d with 
feveral Memoirs, Letters and Differtati- 
ons, by Mr. Le Grand, Prior of Neuville- 
les-Dames, @c. ato. Printed at Paris and 
the Hague, for P. Gofle and J. Neaulme. 
1728, 


TT country of £thiopia was very little 
known to the Antients ; tho’ Strabo and 
other Geographers who followed him, have not 
entirely omitted treating of it, yet they have 
difcours’d of it but very fuperficially, and we 
meet with in them nothing confiderable relating 
to this country, only fome poor defcriptions of 


the harbours and port-towns it poffefs’d along 


the Red Sea. Pliny, who wrote a confiderable 
time after Strabo, fills it with people, who cer- 
tainly had names, but becaufe he was ignorant 
of them, he forged new ones, which he takes 
for the moft part from thofe animals upon 
which the people of the country commonly 
fed. 

Tis principally to the Jefuits Miffionaries 
that we owe the firft knowledge and difcovery 
of this vaft country. A plain proof and de- 
monftration that the Ancients knew but very 
little of the country now called Abyffnia, is, 
that notwithftanding all their great curiofity to 
know the fources of the river Nile, yet they re- 
mained entirely ignorant of them, and placed 
them feveral hundred leagues more to the South 
than they actually are. Whatever either mer- 
cenary or political views may be attributed to 
thofe, who by their great and indefatigable la- 
bours firft travelled oyer this part of the great 
Cons 
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Continent of Africa, yet we can’t deny the 
Jefuit Miffionaries the glory of having firft 
given the fulleft, the trueft and jufteft accounts 
thereof, that have yet been publifhed to the 
world. 


One of thofe who has wrote the beft upon 
this fubjeét, is F. Ferom Lobo. ‘This reverend 
Father, who died the 11th of January 1678, 
when he was about 84 years of age, wrote a 
relation of his travels in Atbiopia ; which is 
the work Mr. Le Grand gives us here the tran- 
{lation of, from the original Manufcript, with 
a Continuation, and feveral other valuable Addi- 
tions of his own. 

This work had never before appear’d either 


in the original, or in any other language ; tho”’ 


it had been much talk’d of, and thereby a great 
curiofity for it excited among the learned. Mr. 
Thevenot indeed, ’twas thought, had given us 
a part of this relation, in his great Collection 
of Voyages ; yet what he publifhed was only 
the refult of a few converfations, which Mr. 
Southwell (then Envoy from England to the 
Court of Portugal) and Mr. Toinard had with 
F. Lobo in the years 1666 and 1667 ; neither 
of them having then feen the MS, from which 
Mr. Le Grand here publifhes this tranflation. 
What Mr. Thevenot adds concerning the king- 
doms of Nerea, Gingiro, and Camibate, is only 
a pretty free tranflation of fome chapters of the 
IVth Book of the Hiftory of A’yfinia, wrote 
by F. Balthazar Tellex a Jetuit, printed at Co- 
nimbra in the year 1660. 

Mr. Le Grand being at Lisbou, fearched a 
long time, but in vain, among a great many 
MSS for this of F. Lobo; but at laft when he 
delpaire 
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defpaired of finding it, the Ccunt D’ Ericeira 
was fo good as to bring it him. This MS. was 
never feen by Mr. Ludolfus, This learned Gen- 
tleman who had {pent a great part of his life 
in the ftudy of the AEthiopick tongue, (of 
which he has publifhed a Grammar and a Di- 
€tionary ) had met with an Abyffin who had tras 
velled into Europe. With the helps and affi- 
{tance which his underftanding of the language 
and the converfation of this ADyfin furnifhed 
him with, he undertook to write the Hiftory 
of Ethiopia, which he fince publifhed, accom- 
panied with a very large Commentary ; full in- 
deed of curious and abftrufe reading and learn- 
ing, but generally foreign to his argument and 
far fetch’d, abounding with the trafh of mo- 
dern theological controverfy, with which the 
hiftory of that country is no ways concerned ; 
yet this work was extremely well received by 
the publick. 

As Mr. Ludolfus was of the Lutheran per- 
fuafion, a man of narrow thoughts and a great 
bigot to his party, he applied himfelf with 
great induftry to find out a c@nformity between 
the Lutheran opinions and fentiments in Reli- 
gion, and thofe of the Chriftians in Ztbiopia ; 
as if that would have been a ftrong proof and 
confirmation of the truth of thofe doétrines, in 
favour of which he was fo much prepoffeffed. 
The learned men of the Church of Rome on 
this occafion, taking the advantage he had gi- 
ven them, foon undertook a confutation of this 
chimerical conformity and agreement of the 
Eaftern Chriftians with the German Lutherans ; 
and above all, the very learned Mr. Renaudet 
extremely diftinguifhed himfelf in this contro- 
verfy. Mr. Le Grand, in publifhing this rela- 
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tion of F. Lobo, has not omitted a very long 
and prolix account of this controverfy, in the 
Letters, Memoirs, and Differtations he has ad- 
ded at the end. ‘Tis by this means, a book 
which elfe would not have confifted of above 
137 pages, is here {welled to 503. 

The Differtations here added are 15 in num- 
ber. The eight laft of which relate to the Re- 
ligion of the Abyffins, the articles of their be- 
lief, their rites in circumcifion, the doétrine 
of the incarnation, the facraments, the invo- 
cation of Saints, and feveral other points ; all 
which Ludolfus had only difcourfed of, accor- 
ding to the prejudices of his education. 


But after the 359th page, we find feveral 
valuable Memoirs and Treatifes relating to the 
modern hiftory and prefent ftate of that Em- 
pire. ‘Thefe Memoirs are all originals ; and it 
were eafy thence to form a regular hiftory of the 
#Ethiopick Empire, by ranging in an hiftorical 
order the facts related, and which are here on- 
ly promifcuoufly difperfed thro’ the Volume ; 
and which faéts would at the fame time ferve 
for authentick proofs of the faid hiftory. 


The firft Differtation here added, gives us 
but a poor idea of Ludolfus’s performance. We 
find therein reprefented the chara¢ter of a per- 
fon, who was refolved at any rate, coft what 
it will, to find in the Church of #thzopia all 
the doétrines, rites and ceremonies of his own. 
We read in one of his Letters a very bad cha- 
racter of a certain perfon named Murat, whom 
he accufes there of grofs ignorance and _parti- 
ality ; yet this very perfon’s teftimony is often 
produced in his hiftory for the dottrine . - 
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ZEthiopick Church, as if he were an authentick 
and unexceptionable Evidence. The exceffive 
encomium and character which Ludolfus gives 
his friend Gregory the Adyffing upon whofe fin- 
ele evidence and teftimony a great part of all 
he writes depends, is here difcuffled and exa- 
mined, and reduced within its juft bounds, and 
to its true value. And becaufe Ludolfus had 
fpoke with great contempt of Vanjfleb, and ac- 
cufed him of prevarication and inconftancy, de- 
nying at one time what he had affirmed at ano- 
ther; this author is here vindicated, and a 
fhort account of his life inferted ; which per- 
haps the Readers may not be difpleafed to find 
here, fince his Voyages have been univerfally 
read. 


Folu Michael Vanfleb was a native of Er- 
ford. He learned the A@thiopick tongue under 
Ludolfus. He was fent to the Levant by the 
Duke of Saxony, with orders to travel into 
Ethiopia it it was poffible, and to colleét what- 
ever he could find there relating to their Li- 
turgies. Vanfleb began to acquit himfelf of his 
commiffion, and did it in part, but did not go 
to Abyffinia : He collected a great number of 
Liturgies, and purchafed fome ; and whilft he 
was reading and examining them, pretended 
he was convinced thereby of the errors of his 
education, changed his religion, and enter’d in- 
to the order of the Dominicans, made a pub- 
lick abjuration of the Lutheran Religion at 
Rome, in the Church of Minerva. After 
this he came into France, and was prefented 
to Mr. Colbert by Mr. Bofguet bifhop of Monte 
pelier, as a man extremely well verfed in the 
oriental languages, This Minifter who = 
pare 
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paffionately fond of all men he thought capable 
of affifting him in the great defigns he had for 
advancing and promoting the King’s glory, and 
fpreading it univerfally, was overjoy’d to meet 
with Vanfleb. He immediately fent him to the 
Levant, with orders to pafs into Zthiopig, and 
buy all the original MSS. he could find. Vau- 


feb made a rich harveft during this voyage, and 


fent above 500 oriental MSS. to the King’s 
Library ; but could by no means find a paflage 
into tbiopia. He returned then to France 
in the year 1676, and died a few years after. 
He had printed in 1661 the Liturgy of Dio/co- 
vus, the Patriarch of Alexandria: And in the 
year 1671, before he began his fecond voyage, 
he publifhed his project, or a lift and catalogue 
of the works he intended to print in the Z£thi- 
opick language ; as alfo an account of the pre- 
fent ftate of #gypt, wrote in Italian. After 
his return, he publifhed a new relation of his 
voyage into Zgypt in the years 1672 and 1643, 
in the form of a Journal; and laft of all, his 
hiftory of the Church of Alexandria. 


Mr. Le Grand has given us in his preface a 
continuation of the life of F. Lobo: The be- 
ginning and greateft part of which the Author 
himfelf had inferted in this his hiftorical voy- 
age, continued down to his imprifonment at 
Macoa. To avoid repetition, the Tranflator 
begins where this Father ends, and carries it 
down to his death, which happen’d the rith 
of January 1678. He {peaks afterwards of the 
other Miffionaries who have given any accounts 
of this country, wiz. F. Bermudes and F. Pis, 
erat: Lewis de Uretta, a Dominican ; Nico- 

as Godinbo and Balthazar Zellez, Jefuits. What 
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made him prefer F. Lobo’s account to all the 
others, was firft that it feems wrote with much 
more truth and fincerity : Secondly, becaufe he 
has treated of this country much more tho- 
roughly and fully than the reft, he having tra- 
velled much further therein than all of them, 
and feen many more Provinces ; whereas the 
others had feen but very little of it, and treat- 
ed it very fuperficially : And laftly, becaufe it 
is wrote much more in our way and tafte than 
any of the others. 


The Work is adorned with two geographical 
Charts ; a large one, which reprefents Eaftern .* 
Zitbiopia from the fources of the Né/e and the 
ftraights of Bab-el-mandel to the Cape of Good 
Hope, done by Mr. D’Anville; and a {mall one, 
which is here copied in French from the Latin 
one of tbiopia inferted in Ludolfus his Hi- 

{tory. 
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ARTICLE XVII 


CHRISTIANI Hugenii Zuilechemii dum 
viveret Zelhemi Toparche, OPERA 
reliqua. Amftelodami, 1728. 


That is, 


The Remaining Works of the IIluftrious 
Mr. HUYGENS, that have not yet been 


infert- 
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inferted in any former Edition of his 
Works. Printed at Amfterdam for the 
Vaesbergs, zn two Volumes gto. 


HAT rank and character this Author 
bore in the Republick of Letters, and 
among the Mathematicians of the firft rate and 
order, is already fo univerfally known, that it 
were but fuperfluous to enlarge upon it here. 
It may be more to the purpofe to take notice, 
that amongft the writings of this great Man, 
there were feveral that lay only {catter’d up and 
down in the Journals, or difperfed among other 
Mitcellanies. 

About four years ago Mr. Gravefend pub- 
lifhed an excellent Collection of them at Ley- 
den, in two Volumes in 4fo ; but it did not 
contain all his Tracts. There were two confi- 
derable ones wanting, vz. his Treatife of Light, 
and that of Gravity; befides a Volume of his 
pofthumous Works. 

As thefe were omitted in the Leyden Edi- 
tion, and Meffieurs Vaeslergs Cin whom was 
vefted the right and property of thefe Copies ) 
had a defign to reprint them, Mr. Grave/end 
has alfo taken care of this Edition, and fo or- 
der’d it, that it exactly anfwers to the Leyden 
one, and together with it makes a compleat 
Collection of all his Traéts. 





We have here then two new Volumes ; of 


Which the firft contains the Treatife of Light, 
and his Difcourfes upon Gravity, which the 
Author publifhed in French. He had a defign 
afterwards to tranflate them himfel! into Latin, 
but as death prevented him, no pains nor ex- 
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pence has been {pared to give the publick, not 
only a faithful, but elegant tranflation of them. 

At the end of the Differtation upon Gravity, 
Mr. Huygens had added 15 Theorems concern- 
ing the properties of the Logarithmick line, 
and the Logiftick one, but without giving the 
demonftrations of them. 

F. Grandi, an excellent Italian Mathemati- 
cian, has fupplied this defect, in a Treatife he 
printed at Florence in the year 1701: His de- 
monftrations are therefore added here. 


The fecond Volume of this Collection con- 
tains his pofthumous works, divided into two 
parts. The firft confifts of the Dioptricks, with 
the art of grinding glaffes : The fecond con- 
tains a Differtation upon fome Meteors, fuch 
as the crowns and parhelia that fometimes ap- 
pear in the clouds ; a Treatife of Motion and 
centripetal Forces ; a defcription of a planetary 
Machine he invented to reprefent the various 
courfes of the celeftial bodies. 


Both thefe Volumes are accompanied with 
a great number of Cuts, which are abfolutely 
neceflary in fuch fort of Treatifes, in order to 
render the demonftrations therein contained as 
plain and clear as is poffible. 

The 'Traéts that make up this Collection are 
in their nature fcarce capable of being abridg’d, 
or of having any other account given of them 
befides what is merely hiftorical: The greateft 
part of them alfo have been long very well 
known to all Men of Letters ; fo that if they 
were capable of any fuch abridgment, *twere 
only here a fuperfluous task. All therefore 
proper to be added further is, that the great 
name 
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name and character of the illuftrious Author, 
that of the prefent Editor, the importance of 
the Subjects, the fcarcity of a great number of 
thofe Tracts in all former impreffions, the cor- 
rectnefs and beauty of the prefent Edition, all 
concur to promife it a very favourable reception 
from the publick. 
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ARTICLE XVHI. 


ROME. 


L oh E book which Cardinal Quirini Bifhop 

ot Brefcia caufed to be printed before 
his promotion, but which has been fince fup- 
prefled, begins again to appear, and is now fold 
publickly here. It is a Liturgy of the Greek 
Church during Lent, tranflated into Latin with 
very learned Notes. A fecond Part thereof is 
expected foon to follow, which will be printed 
at Brefcia, where his Eminence is now gone 
to refide. 


I]. The third Volume of the Oriental Libra- 
ry of Mr. Affemanni has alfo been lately printed 
here ; a work which both for the novelty of the 
fubject, and his curious and learned manner of 
treating it, fully anfwers the great reputation 
and character the Author had already acquired 


by the two firft Volumes which he formerly 
publifhed. 
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Ill. Cardinal Poliguac having caufed thofe 
places that were next to the Columbarium of Li- 
via’s freed-men to be dug up, found there an 
Infcription ; and Cardinal Alexander Albaui has 
likewife found another at Monte Mole, wherein 
Phraates and Abgarus are mention’d. Thefe are 
certainly very great names; but the conftru- 
€tion has feemed fo defective, that hitherto 
hone. have dared to undertake the unravelling 
of it. However, we are promifed it foon. In 
the interim ya Curious, and Lovers of antiqui- 
ty, will we hope be very well pleafed to fee 
that of Cardinal Polignac’s, with Notes upon it 
by an Italian Virtuofo ; both which follow, fuch 
as they came from Italy. 


/ D. M. 
PHOEBUS 
Qui Et, Tormocus Htspanvus 
Natus SEGISAMO- 
“we ur Kar. MarTias 
C. Betrticro Torev A 
Torr CLavpio 
Atrtico HERoDE Cos. 
DEFUNCTUS UNIt. 
Nonas AvuGuUSTAS 
Q. Mustio Prisco 
M. Pontrro Larer1rano Cos. 
PHOERBRION ET PRIMI 
GeENIA Fiitit0o KaRI$SsI- 
MO FECERUNT. 
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The NoTes. 
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Segiamo was a City in Hi/pania Tarraconen/is, 
near Segijama Fulia. Pliny. {peaks of both, 4 
1.3.§.4. "Tis, according to Mariana, very A a 
near che fame country which is now called 4 
Guipyjcoa. See 1.3. chap. 25. of his Hiftory. i 
The £',@44s mention’d here was firnam’d 7or- i.‘ 
mov: . and it is very likely that name was iy 
gives ula on account of the place of his | 
birca: And iy this conjecture be true, it will nh 
ferve 20 make a rmall correétion in Piiny and eee 
Ptole iv. Pliny calls the people that inhabit 
the ciics of Segi/aimo and Segifaina Fulia, 
Turmodigi : Ptolemy calls them poreyors, as 
F, Hardouin has remark’d, and at the fame | 
time confeffes he never heard of Turmodigi. 
It may be therefore that Pliny wrote Turmogi, 
and Prolemy TSP M0I0/. 

All the Roman Faff7, or Annals, place the two ii 
Confulfhips in the 6th year of Antoninus Pi- 
us, in the year of Rome 896, and in the ‘| 
143d of the Chriftian Era. Some remarks | 
may be made on what Cardinal Norris has eo 
written concerning thefe. They were Con- i) 
fuls in the months of January and February ; | 
after which they made room for two other 1 J 
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fubftituted Confuls, whofe names are un- | 4 
known. So that Phebus born on the 17th day Hi 


of February, came into the world during Te, 
their Confulfhip, but died the fecond day of ti 
Auguft, under the Confulthip of others, whofe bia 
names are not in the Faff, becaufe thefe laft Beh 
were {Ome of thofe who were called fubfti- | 
tuted Suffec#?. Thofe tender expretfions, F%- 
lio kariffimo, Filio dulciffimo, give room to 
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believe this Phebus died young, and perhaps 
a child : It may be he lived no longer than 
till he was five months and two days old. 
Nothing in this Infcription can help us to 
gue{s any number of years. 


IV. Mr. Fontanini has lately given us a Dif- 
fertation upon an Jfs engraved on an Agate of 
the Marquis Caponi’s. This Differtation was 
preceeded by two others of the fame Author ; 
one in Italian upon Sanéta Columba, the other 
in Latin upon a filver coin, which Mr. Fon- 
tanini pretends to be as old as the times of Con- 
frantine. 


V. Abbé Giorgio, who is Librarian to Cardi- 
nal Timperiali, has wrote. a Differtation, which 
is highly commended and approved by the beft 
Connoiffeurs here, de Locatoribus Scenicorum, up- 
on occafion of an Infcription where thefe words 
were found. 


FLORENCE. 


f. 7 EY have lately publifhed here in three 

Volumes in 4to, Le Vite del Profefforz 
del Difegna—The Lives of the moft celebrated 
Defigners, from the year 1400 to the year 1550, 
and from the year 1550 to the year 1610, and 
from that time to the Author’s death, who was 
Signior Baldinuctz. 


II. Befides thefe, we have alfo printed a 
third large Folio Volume of Architecture, by 
Ferdinand Ruggier7, for Doors and Windows 3 
with the Defigns of the greateft Mafters of + i 

rt. 








Art. 18. the Republick of Letters. 149 


Art. The title is, Studio @ Architettura Civile 
di Porte e Fiueftre, &c. 


II. There is alfo publifhed an Italian tran- 
flation of thé Greek of Oppian, upon Hunt- 
ing and Angling. ‘The Italian title is, Oppzano 
della Caccia, & della Pefcha. Da Sig. Autonio 
Maria Salvini. 


_ IV. Sig. Czpigiza, a famous Painter, is now 
actually drawing the Great Duke’s large and 
{mall Statues, in order to have them engraved, 
and oblige the publick therewith. 


V. We continue to reprint here all the beft 
Italian Comedies, moft: of which were become 
very fcarce. 


N A‘P ZL E'S. 


I. Q‘gnior Francefco Maria Biacca, a Parme- 
fan, and Member of the Academy of the 
Arcadians at Rome, has juft publihed in Iralian 
a chronological and hiftorical Treatife ; where- 
in he pretends to prove againft F. Ce/ar Calino 
a Jefuit, that the hiftory of the Jewifh Antiqui- 
ties by ‘Fofepbus, is neither falfe nor contrary to 
Scripture, as this Author pretends to have pro- 
ved in a particular Treatife wrote on this fub- 
jet. Befides the chronological Tables here in- 
ferted, both ancient and modern, there aré two 
Differtations at the end of Mr. Béacea’s book 
upon the prophet Danzel’s weeks. The whole 
title of the book runs thus : Zrattéinemenio Ifto- 
rico € Chronologicos in tre libri divifo, del Signor 
D. Francefco Maria Biacca, Cittadino Parmeg~ 
giao, Fra gli Arcadi di Roma, parmindo Ibi- 
. K 3 chenfe, 
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chen{2z, oppofito ab Trattinemento Iftorico e Chrono- 
fogico del Padre Cefare Calino, della Compagnie di 
Giefu. Con che ft moftra non effere la ftorta delle 
autiquita Giudaiche di Giofeffo Ebreo ne falfa, ue 
difcordante della Scrittura facra, delle quali alu= 
ogo ft dijcutono diverfi paffi. Si aggiungono le Ta- 
wale chronologique, ft moderne che antiche, ed en- 
fieme confiliate, ed al’ comptimento dell opera fidano 
per Appendice due Differtazioni intorno alle jctti- 
mane dit Daniele. In Napoli, 1728. ‘Two Vos 
lumes in 4to. 


II. Among the many excellent Tracts we 
owe to the Lecture founded by the ever famous 
and honourable Mr. Boyle, few have met with 
a more general applaufe, either at home or a- 
broad, than thofe of the reverend Mr. William 
Derbam. The fecond Volume of which is juft 
now tranflated into Italian by Cavaliero Thomas 
Derbam, and printed here. The title in Ita- 
lian runs thus : Zeologia Affronomica overo parte 
feconda, della dimoftrazione @ ella Effenza, e d’e- 
gli Attributt a’ Iddio, datto Efame di Cieli, opera 
di Gulielmo Derkam, della Societate Regia. Tra- 
dotta dal? Idioma Inglefe. In 4to con Fig. 

Mr. Derbam’s Difcourfes had fome years ago 
been tranflated both into French and Dutch ; 
and a Latin tranflation thereof is alfo {peedily 
to appear in the world, at the end of which 
will be added the Author’s Obfervations on the 
Aurora Borealis, inierted in the Phi/ofophical 
Tranfadions fome time ago. 

This may ferve as a proof of what has been 
advanced in the Preface to the firft Vol. of this 
Journal, and again inthe 2d Vol. for the month of 
Ocsober inthe itate of Learning there, of the high 
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efteem and reputation our Authors and Lan- 
guage are held in at prefent abroad in all fo- 
reign Parts where Arts and Sciences prevail : 
And for a further proof and confirmation here- 
of, it may not be amifs to add here another 
paragraph from a foreign Journal in the North, 
as the laft was from one of the furtheft Coun- 
tries to the South, where Arts and Letters re- 
ceive now any encouragement ; which therefore 
may properly enough be faid to include the 
whole compafs of our Globe from one Pole to 
the other, fo far as it concerns the Repudblick 
of Letters. 

And tho’ it has already appeared in one of 
our publick Papers, it is too remarkable to be 
omitted in a Traét to which it more naturally 
belongs ; fince it may fo juftly be efteemed 
a very full and authentick, as well as unfufpect- 
ed voucher and evidence in the prefent cafe. 
It comes from the City of 


HAMBURGHEH. 


¢¢ O Country in the world abounds more 

with great originals than England. In 
“¢ Poetry they have a Mi/ton, as yet outdone by 
** no body : Even the great Homer, and Virgz/ 
“ his noble Imitator, teem not with fo many 
“¢ real beauties and foaring thoughts, as are to 
“be found in the inimitable Englifb Epick. In 
“° Philofophy and Mathematicks, who among 
“© the Antients and Moderns can vye with their 
** immortal Sir I/aac Newton, Dr. Cudwortl, 
© &¢.? In Philology, Natural Philofopy, &c. 
°° Spelman, Selden, Lock, Sir Hans Sloan (whofe 
£* Cabinet of Curiofities is not to be parallel’d 
“Sin Europe) &c. have hardly their Equals. 
K 4 “* Even 
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<¢ Fven fome of their Pamphlets, and their vé- 
‘ry daily Papers, fuch as the Zatlers, the 
©* Spectators, the Guardians, &c. and many o- 
** thers wherewith they have obliged Mankind, 
«* have made fo great anoife among the. Léarn- 
“* ed, and have. been tranflated into fo many 
“¢ Languages, that they have ftitred up ah emu- 
“¢ jation in the neighbouring countries, ahd 
** have been the occafion of fome very indiffe- 
“* rent Copies, fuch as in Ho#aud the Bagatel 
“© Cdefervedly called fo) the Mi/antrope ; in 
“¢ France, a miferable piece called the Spectator, 
©¢ €3¢, Here indeed Mr. Weichinan, a Lawyer 
<¢ in this City, a Member of the Royal Society 
** of Lowdon, and Batchelor of Laws at Oxford, 
“* has gained by his excellent periodical German 
** Paper, entituled Tbe Patriot, in imitation of 
*© the abovefaid Eng/z/b daily Lucubrations, fuch 
“¢ a reputation, that he may. well be reckon’d 
“¢ an inftance, that great Mafters may fome- 
«¢ times raife difciples equal to rhemfelves. This 
“* Gentleman’s Patriot has been moft beautifully 
printed here in two Volumes, and a third will 
{oon come out. They are looked upon by 


the Connoiffeurs as a mafter-piece with refpect 
© ro ftile, Ec.” 
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LONDON 


J. /y Here is now engraving, and printing by 
{ubicription, a very pompous and ‘cu- 

rious Work, in 20 large Prints on Imperial Pa- 
per, reprefenting the Proceffion and Ceremo- 
nies obferved at the time of the Inftallation of 
the Knights Companions of the moft Honoura- 
ble 
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bie. Military Order of the BAZ H; on Thurf- 
day, Fuue 17,1725. With the Arms, Names, 
Titles, €%c. of the Knights’ Companions, and 
of their Efquires, as.they are fix’d up in Henry 
the VIIth’s Chapel in Weftminfier-Abbey. By 
Fobu Pine. 


The Plates to be difpofed in the following 
manner : 


Plate I, IY. The Habits, Enfigns, Banners, 
Collars, Caps, €%c. at large. 

Plate WI. A geometrical Plan of the Chapel, 
fhewing the fituation of each Knight’s Stall. 
Plate lV. A View of King Henry the VIIth’s 
Chapel ; in which is to be reprefented Prince 
WrtttaM Offering his Sword to the Dean ; 

the Knights ftanding under their Banners. 

Plate V. The Drums of his Majefty’s Houfhold, 
the Drum- Major attending ; the Kettle-drum ; 
His Majefty’s Trumpets, the Serjeant-Trum- 
peter attending. 

Plate VI. Twelve Alms-Men of the Church 
of Weftminfter. 

Plates VII, VU, IX, X, XI, XI. The Mef- 
fenger of the Order, and the Efquires of the 
Knights Companions, with their Arms, Names, 
Titles, &e. 

Plate XIII. ‘The Prebendaries of the Church of 
Weftminfter. 

Plate XIV. The Purfuivants of Arms, He- 
ralds, with the Provincial Kings of Arms. 
Plates XV, XVI, XVII. The Knights Com- 
panions, with their Arms, Names, Titles, &c. 
Plate XVIIL. Ediiund Sawyer, Eq; Gentleman 

Uther. 
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. Edward Montague, Efq; Secretary of the 
Order: 

Edward Younge, Efq; Regifter of the Order. 

Grey Longueville, Efq; Bath King of Arms. 

‘Fobu Anjiisy jun. Genealogift of the Order. 

Fobu Anfiis, E{q; Garter Principal King of 
Arms. 

The Right Reverend the Lord Bithop of 
Rochefter, Dean of Weftminfter, and Dean 
of the Order. 

The Great Mafter. 1 

Sir Andrew Fountaine, Proxy for Pritice 
WrLtrLtiaM 

Plate XIX. ‘The Kmghts et Dinner, with the 
Efquires attending. 

Plate XX. A Plan of the Table, with the 
Courfe of the whole Entertainment. 


To which will be prefixed an Account, in 
Englifh and French, of the Proceffion and Ce- 
remonies ; by Grey Longueville, Efg; Bath King 
of Arms. 


The Portraits of the Great Mafter, Knights 
Companions, and the principal Officers, to be 
engraved from the original Paintings, after the 
Lite. 

‘The Prints are fo contrived, that they may 
be either bound up with the Account, of 
framed. 

The Account will be printed with a large 
Sett of Types, adorned with proper Head and 
Tail Pieces, and Initial Letters engraved upon 
Copper Plates. 

The Price to Subfcribers will be Four Gui- 
neas ; one Half to be paid on fubfcribing, the 
other on the Delivery of a compleat Sett in 
Sheets 5 
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Sheets ; which will be finifhed with all f{peed, 
the Work being already in great forwardnefs. ~ 


I have feen the original Portraits, from 
whence Mr. Pine copied his Engravings : They 
are curious and entertaining, and fhew at firft 
fight the mafterly hand of Mr. Highmore. 'The 
Knights Companions being drawn to the life, 
gives great fatisfa€tion to the beholder: But to 
fee Life fo exatly and fo excellently well 
touch’d in miniature, in fo many different faces, 
is what Mr. Highmore has executed to fo great 
a degree of perfection, that very few will ever 
imitate with equal fuccefs. To {peak truth; I 
almoft forgot that I was entertaining myfelf 
with Painting, I faw fo many living Images as 
it were before me; and the Attitudes of the 
different Groups are fo natural and lively, and 
fo great care is every where taken to adjuft the 
propriety of the Perfpective, that though I was 
{ure I was not looking on a real Proceffion, yet 
I concluded I was walking in a Gallery of Pi- 
ctures, finely painted, and fo placed, that every 
part of the Drawings had fome reference to, 
and illuftrated each other ; that is, the whole 
Proceffion in one view appear’d different a hun- 
dred feveral ways, through a beautiful variety 
of its attitudes. 


As for Mr. Pine, Iam in hopes, as I think 
he has done juftice to the Paintings ; fo his En- 
gravings will not only pleafe Men of Tafte, but 
will even touch thofe who want Skill or Curi- 
ofity this way. Iown I 4m pleafed to fee the 
Art of Engraving rifing into efteem and repu- 
tation by this Gentleman’s means in our Na- 
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tion ; and am now far from defpairing to fee 
the money which has been fent, abroad on this 
errand, kept at home, and a way open’d to en- 
courage Induftry and Curiofity among our own 
felves. 


This Undertaking appears ta me vaftly ufe- 
ful, and very laborious; but I fear it will 
prove very difadvantageous to him, if he be 
not fupported 

The Execution of this Undertaking I have 
fpoken te, I think it excellent: What I 
have further to fay, is, That the Gentleman 
is far advanced in his Work, and will I dare 
fay anfwer the expectation of the publick, both 
in refpeét of Time and Performance. 


Thefe Engravings may be efteemed a fort of 
filent Hiftory and Regifter of this Honourable 
Order of the BAZ H; which when once com- 
pleated and publifhed, with Mr. Longueville’s 
Obfervations, will for ever in {pite of time de- 
liver down to Pofterity all that need be known 
relating to this Order. 


I can’t conclude, methinks, without wifhing 
that the Knights of the Garter, and all other 
eftablifh’d Orders of Men amongft us, would go 
into the fame method for the fame reafons. 
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